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ON THE 


LINEOLA, ‘BODO URINARIUS, 


CERTAIN FUNGOID AND OTHER ORGANIC 
PRODUCTIONS 


ALKALINE AND ALBUMINOUS URINE. 
By ARTHUR HILL HASSALL, M.D. Loxp., L.B.C.P., 


VIBRIO LINEOLA. 
Iy a communication which I brought under the notice of the 
Society in 1853, I described the develop- 


-Medico-Chirurgical 
ment, structure, and signification of ‘‘¢orule” or fungi in acid their 


urines, more particularly those containing either albumen or 
sugar. 
On the present occasion I am about to describe other organ- 


ized and living preductions developed in urine under certain 


the first to be described and considered are vibriones. The only 
observations with which I am acquainted concerning the pre- 
sence of these organisms in the urine are the following by Dr. 
Gelding Bird and Dr. Basham :— 

‘* Minute animalcules to the genus Vibrio, (V. 
lineola),” writes Dr. Bird, “are occasionally developed in 


urine go soon after passing as to lead to the idea that their 


germs must have existed in the urine whilst in the bladder. 
All the urine in which I have found these minute creatures has 
been pale, neutral, of low specific gravity, and rapidly under- 
went the putrefactive fermentation. When..e.drop of such | 
urine is examined under the microscope between plates of 
glass with an object-glass of one-eighth inch focus, it will be 
found full of minute linear bodies, hardly so long as the dia- 
meter of a blood-corpuscle (about yy; imch), moving with 
great animation. The motion is of an oscillating character, 
and strong enough to excite tolerably rapid currents in the 
fluid. Even under a very high magnifying power, no satisfac- 
tory evidence of organization can be detected in these minute 


beings. I have only met with these animalcales in the urine of 


persons in an excessively low and depressed state ; in cases of 
syphilitic cachexia, where the prostration of strength is ex- 
treme, and in mesenteric diseases I have repeatedly found 
them abundantly developed with remarkable rapidity. They 
appeared in great abundance in the urine of a patient under 
my care at Guy’s Hospital during the past summer. The sub- 
ject of this case was a most miserable-looking young man, who 
entered the hospital half-starved, and labouring under poly- 
dipsia, passing a very large quantity of urine of low specific 
gravity. He died of rapid phthisis.in.a few weeks ; the urine 

“ Urine -of a healthy character,” “states Dr. Basham, “or 
containing a large proportion of urea, which in its decomposi- 


_ tion generates carbonate of ammonia or other ammoniacal salts, 


does not appear to favour their development ; but urine that 
contains much mucas.or albumen or pus will, if kept long, 
generate them in great abundance. They appesr almost simul- 
taneously with hydrosulphurie acid aad its compounds, and al! 
fluids that decompose into hydrosulphuret of ammonia and its 
allied compounds, promote most rapidly the development of 
these vibriones.” + 

From the remarks of Dr. Bird just quoted, it is clear that he 
regards the development of vibriones =f 


Urinary edition, pp 857 and 
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et The motions, when 
vibriones are examined with a quarter-inch present 
an oscillating character; but with a higher power it is seen that 
in progression they move in a rolling or spiral manner. Their 
exact characters vary considerably in different cases, especially 
the length, which latroqnantiy thee of 
are some four or five times 


frequently somewhat 
certain proportion of the vibriones are still longer 


slender fungoid threads are entirely motionless. 
It is somewhat doubtful whether the different states above 


‘Their rig oo and peculiar movements have already been re- 
ocomotion, or are 


ms the movements are at 
times either quicker or slower, or for an instant they cease 
altogether, to be increased rapidity and 
ST gein, if After the tion of iodine their movements be 

ed, it will then evident that they have lost their 


t of other considerations, 
nature of the vibriones of the urine. 


frequently the scum which collects 
different chiefl 
the fungi so often 


d 
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| 
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GENERATED IN 
PHYSICIAN TO THE ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 
as he ey are broad; and when Viewed wi the 
| inch object-glass, it becomes ap; t that they are not exactly 
weer, but are slightly at each extremity, 
form in this state resembling somewhat that of a minute 
-bell, In other cases, the vibriones in the same urine are 
; of different lengths, some very short; many others two, three, 
|} and even several times longer than the first, these bein 
conditions. Of the organized productions above referred to, with thank, threads of coeur, 
to those of some minute species of fungus, except that they are 
| rarely, if ever, branched. The movements of the longer 
| vibriones are less active than those of the shorter, while the 
| described all belong to one and the same =, or whether 
| more species than one are included in the description. I am 
es | much inclined to believe that, with the exception of the fungus- 
ind motionless threads, they all represent different con- ] 
| character, and that although still active, they are 
merely molecular. This change in the character of the move- ; 
| ments is of course explained by the circumstance of the vitality \q 
ing destroyed by the action of the iodine. 
luntary or molecular kind, a certain indica- 
| posed 1 
phate, i 
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satisfactory evidence on this head, I pursued the plan which I 
adopted in the investigations recorded on the deve- 

ifferent ki noting and keeping a re of the changes 
which ensued from day to day. cits 

From an examination of the observations thus recorded, 
much important information respecting the conditions necessary 
for the development of vibriones in the urine was obtained. 
Thus it appeared— 

Ist. That vibriones are not developed in strongly acid urines 
so long as these retain their decided acidity. 

2nd. But that as soon as such urines have lost a considerablé 
pest of their acidity, and have become but feebly acid, vibriones 

gin then to appear. It is thus that the occurrence of both 
torule and vibriones in the same urine is explained. While 
the urine is strongly acid, the torule are formed; but as soon 
as the acidity has greatly reduced, the vibriones first 
make their appearance. 

3rd, That vibriones are invariably develo in different 
proportions in all those urines which are either feebly acid, 
neutral, or more particularly alkaline. 

4th, That the greatest development of vibriones takes place 
in those urines whick contain most animal matter, as mucus, 
epithelium, and albumen, and which at the same time are de- 
cidedly alkaline, Hence, although not an exact test of the 
degree of alkalinity of any one sample of urine, or of the amount 
of animal matter ( ially alb ) preset, yet, by their 
early appearance, and by the quantity developed, to a certain 
extent vibriones may be regarded as affording valuable infor- 
mation on both these heads, 

5th. That vibriones are most freely developed when the 
urine is exposed to the air. 

Here, then, as in the case of penicilium glaucum, we find 
three conditions to be necessary to the development of the 
vibriones—namely, a feebly acid or alkaline liquid, animal 
et: De albumen, and free exposure to the oxygen 

air. 

The effects of alkaline fluids in favouring the development 
of vibriones may, perhaps, be thus explained :—Alkalies {a- 
cilitate the decomposition and putrefaction of animal matter, 
some of the products of which decomposition are probably 
necessary to the development of the vibriones, This view is 
in accordance with the suggestion of Dr. Basham, contained 
in the observations already quoted. 

If the above three conditions constitute all that is necessary 
to the development of vibriones, we ought to be able to bring 
about that development at will, either in the urine, or in any 
other fluid in which those conditions are fulfilled; and this, 
indeed, may be readily effected. If a little albumen (white of 
egg) be diffused through water renilered slightly alkaline by 
means of two or three drops of liquor potasse or ammonia, and 
then exposed to the air, vibriones will quickly become deve- 

in it. 

e foregoing facts, and especially the development at will 
of vibriones in solutions specially adapted for their growth, 
clearly prove that their presence in the urine is not indicative 
of any particular pathological condition,—that they are simply 
to be regarded as affording evidence of the state of the urine 
with reference to its reaction and the amount of animal matter 
contained in it. Viewed in this light, however, they are capa- 
ble of affording, in some cases, valuable information. Thus, if 
they occur in several consecutive samples of urine very soon 
after they have been passed, we know that the urine must 
either have been feebly acid or alkaline at first, or have 
quickly become so. And again, if the quantity developed be 
very great, and if a thick and greasy-looking pellicle form on 
the surface, we kuow that there is excess of animal matter. If 
this scum be formed regularly on urines after dinner, 
the morning samples being almost free from it, it is indicative 
of some deranged condition of the organs of digestion or-assimi- 
lation. 

The presence, then, of vibriones in the urine, taken by itself, 
is not necessarily indicative of any serious mischief or derange- 
ment; but when they occur in a number of samples consecu- 
tively, they show, as already stated, that the urine is deficient 
in its proper degree of acidity; and this it rarely or never is, 
for any length of time, exceps in states of debility. Vibriones 
are, then, most apt to occur in the urine in all states and con- 
Sites of Capes accompanied by extreme weakness and pros- 


BODO URINARIUS, 
But vibriones are not the only kind of animalcules found in 


urine, for a second species not ly occurs in great 
504 


abundance entirely different in size, form, and structure, The 
animalcules in question ‘are about ,,,5 of an inch in length, 
and yyy5 Of an inch in breadth; they appear, when living 
and in motion, of an oval or rounded form, presenting a gra- 
nular aspect not unlike that of a delicate mucous corpuscle ; 
sometimes they are broader at one end, and are furnished with 
one, but usually two, and occasionally even three, long lashes 
or cilia, by means of which they move themselves with the 

reatest rapidity: these proceed, when there are two or three 

hes to each animalcule, from opposite extremities, 

When these animalcules, as contained in a drop of urine, are 
first placed under the microscope, they appear rounded or 
oval; but gradually, as the water evaporates and their motions 
slacken, and they are about to die, it is seen that they are 
really flattened and somewhat twisted. It is when the ani- 
malcules are either dying or just dead that the organs of loco- 
motion are best seen ; = be they are in full activity it is im- 
possible to discover any indications of them, although it is 
evident that the motions of the animalcules are such as could 
only be effected by the ion of some active organs of 
motion, Not unfrequently some of the animalcules, while 
under observation with the microscope, ap to fasten them- 
selves to the surface of the plate df glass, their bodies swaying 
and oscillating like an inflated balloon kept down by its cords, 
and in this position they will often remain for a considerable 
tim 


One method by which these animalcules are multiplied is by 


fissiparous reproduction: the different stages of division 


formation may in some cases be clearly traced out. Not un- 
frequently, what appear to be two animalcules may be seen in 
the field of the microscope, rolling and moving rapidly about: 
this appearance does not result from the union of two distinct 
animalcules, but from the fissiparous division of one primary 
animalcule, The whole of the above particulars are represented 
in Fig. 1. 

iG. 1. 


aa, Bopo } b, Pieces of Ixpico, From 
Magnifi Dra 


Human Urine. 
ed 420 diameters. wing made, July, 1852, 

These animalcules appear to to the genus Bodo;* and 
as it is copvenient in description to have a distinctive appella- 
tion, J propose to confer upon them the name of Bodo 
urinarius. On looking over Ehrenberg’s work, I am unabie to 
refer them to any species described therein, although they bear 
some resemblance to Bodo intestinalis, 

The circumstances under which Bodo urinarius becomes de- 
veloped in the urine are, to a considerable extent, similar to 
those under which the vibriones make their appearance— 
that is, it is generated in urine which is alkaline, contains 

* The genus Bodo is thus characterized by Ehrenberg :—* Animal ¢ familia 
divisione = aut non dividuum, 
interdam in tive foram Infusioreathie, p. 31. 
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much animal. matter, and which is, moreover, freely exposed 
to the air. But it would appear as though some other con- 
dition, not yet recognised, was necessary to their formation, 
since they occur in a small proportion only of those of 
urine in which vibriones themselves are freely developed. 
Hence, although these animalcules are invariably accompanied 
by a greater or less number of vibriones, the converse does not 
hold good, for vibriones are very often formed in samples in 
which the animalcules in question are not met with. 

I aes that it is in the more decidedly alkaline 
urines these bodos usually present themselves, especially 
in connexion with indigo in the urine; indeed, when this 
latter substance is present in any quantity, these animalcules 
are developed in multitudes, When they first ocour (like 
vibriones), they are diffused throughout the whole bulk of the 
liquid; but as soon as they have multiplied to any extent, 
they collect on the surface, forming a soft and greasy i 
scum, and this, when much indigo is present, is often 
slaty or bluish, 

If several samples of urine taken from the same patient be 
set aside and watched, the animalcules will appear in some of 
‘the samples only; while they may be present in the urine 
passed after dinner, they may be absent from ‘the morning 


urine. 

As in the case of the other organized productions which I 
have deseri' as occurring in the urine, I have endeavoured 
to effect the development of these animalcules in fluids spe- 
cially prepared for them, and in which the conditions necessary 
for their growth were, as far as could be ascertained, falfilled ; 
thus, I set aside solutions rendered alkaline by different alka- 
lies, and containing different proportions of albumen and gela- 
tine, watching the results. 

After the lapse of three or four days, numerous animaleules 
became developed in some, but not all, of the alkaline solutions 
of albumen. bore considerable resemblance to Bodo uri- 
narius, differing from it principally in their much smaller size. 
‘They were absent, for the most part, in the solutions of gela- 
tine. ‘These at all show 

ion is intimately connected with the ce 0! - 
in an ‘alkalin ine fluid. It is however, 
that their development may be connected with the presence of 
‘some other organic substance not to the development 
of'vibriones, and which is not contained alk e in all the urines. 

On looking over my notes, I find that I have met with these 
animalcules in.at least fifty sa of urine, and many of 
these obtained in different cases. all of the cases the urines 
were either feebly acid or alkaline, and in all there were symp- 

‘toms of weakness and debility, I have been acquainted with 
the development of Bodo urinarius in human urine for some 
years, and although I have not previously made public any 


‘description of it, I have referred to its existence in several com- 
munications alread, 


y published. 

NEW FUNGUS IN URINE. 

A third production not uncommonly met with in alkaline 
urine,.is a species of fungus, entirely different from the two 
which I have described—namely, penicilium glaucum and the 
sagar fungus. It is different in structure, and in the circum- 
stances under which it makes its appearance in the urine, Like 
most other minute fungi, it presents three distinct stages. of 


namely, that of sporules, thallus, and aérial or perfect 
ructificution. 
Sporules.—The unlike those of penicilium 


are at tne same time considerably Jarger. 
Thaiius.—The root-like portion or thallus of the fungus, the 


that is immersed, in. the fluid, is, like the deve- 
in circular or tufts. It consists of which 
are very slender, but little branched, and which bave a soft 


and jelly-like consistence, so that when the’ tufts are raised 
from the urine on the point of a needle they present the ap- 
pearance of little portions of jelly, an appearance which is very 
characteristic of this species of fungus. ‘The form and size of 
these patches. is best seen when the thalins is immersed in a 
little plain water, upon the surface of which they float. 
Aérial or perfect fructification. —After a time the patches of 
thallus become covered with a few scattered, minute, geanular 
points, of a light-brown or fawn colour. These consiet of ‘the 
vertical filaments of the fungus, ing on their summits the 


it does not consist, as in the two other species of f de- 
scribed as occurring in acid urine (namely, peniciliam glaucum 
and the sugar fu ) of a single jointed thread, but is made up 
of several such s, united and bound together into one 
.stem, These filaments terminate in and break up into nume- 
rous sporules, forming the reproductive tufts, heads, or sporo- 

which consist of a mass of adherent sporules, of an oval 
orm, and which reflect light. strongly. 

This fungus differs from the two species above referred to, in 
the compound eharacter of the vertical filaments, and in the 
size, form, and t of the sporules composing the re- 
Fie 2. doce above particulars are all represented in 

2. It does not make its appearance in urine so rapidly as 


Pacvtiar Funes, sometimes found in alkaline homan urine. 
Magnified 220 diameters. Drawing made, June, 1853. 
either peniciliam glaucum or the sugar fungus, but requires a 
longer period for & developmert; neither does it very often 


form a 


r llicle or scum extending over the whole surface of the 
urine, 


aisite for the de 
id, animal matter, an exposure to 


named, and in which vibriones and a species of bodo were freely 
has been 


this I have not. yet been able to determine ; since it is not 
(as already remarked) alike in ald samples of alkaline 
urine, it is very probable that it does so, 
I have abstained from giving this fungus a distinctive name, 
wishing before doing so to ascertain whether it has heretofore 
been described by any other observer. 


bodies, or vesicles of about. y,\, of an 


inch ir diameter, and the yj, of an cinch in : length, and 
; are 


i 
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AD 
. care 18 requisite in displaying the reproductive heads, as the | 
Ane sporules are very apt to fall off in the. process of the manipula- . 
tion required to display them. 
AY. | Some of the conditions r i 
4 | fungus are, an alkaline flu 
ES the air. It is probable, however, (Hat some Other conditions i 
- ‘ are necessary, since I have not succecded in developing this q 
V J netion in fluids which supplied the three conditions above 4 
| are for e most part Oval, and abou OF inch in 
length, and the Jy, inch in Aiameter—that is, while they | ibriones oceasionally — : 
differ in form from the sporules of penicilium glaucum, the | — are.mmet 
The presence of this fangus, therefore, in the urine at all H 
events indicates an alkaline state.of that fluid, and the exist- q 
| ence of more or less animal ’ 
other species of animaloule 
}found.in urine. Whether it 
| 
| ‘There is still another production which has presented itself 
to me rather frequently in the urine. It consists of oval or ’ 
rounded membranous | 
masses, or heads of sporales (sporophores). en these are - 
placed ander the microscope, it is seen that each ster or fila | 
ment supporting the mass of sporules is compound—that is, | separate, while others are united tegether so as to form 
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bunches; more rarely, three or four of them are joined end 
to end, and then represent a short beaded thread. When 
quite fresh, the cavities of these vesicles appear to be occupied 
by a fluid, but sometimes they have the appearance of being 
empty, and then frequently a e rounded aperture may be 
seen in the wall of each cell. Unlike most of the other pro- 
ductions occurring in the urine, they are not to be met with on 
the surface of the fluid, but are found at the bottom. 

Respecting the nature of these bodies, some uncertainty 
exists, and I do not know whether they should be regarded as 
a ies of fan or the ova cases of some animal production. 
It is very certain, however, that the bodies in question are not 
crystalline or mineral, but that they are of an organic nature. 

One case which has come to my knowledge renders it ex- 
tremely probable that théy are sometimes concerned in the 
psoduction of disease. In 1850, Dr. Cotton forwarded me for 
examination a bottle of urine which he had received from a 
medical friend in Antigua, Dr. Nicholson, and which was 
obtained from a patient, the nature of whose case appears to 
have been involved in considerable obscurity. The case re- 
ferred to was that of “‘ Mr. G. C. B——, aged about forty, six 
feet high, and weighing 3001bs. In the course of one of his 
journeys in the island,” writes Dr, Nicholson, ‘‘he was at- 
tacked with acute pain in the right iliac region, which was 
much aggravated before he reached his own house. When 
visited by me, on the 18th of May, 1850, he had all the symp- 
toms of acute peritonitis. He was blooded very largely, and 
treated with large doses of calomel and opium, warm fomenta- 
tions, saline effervescing draughts, and ultimately a blister. 
The inflammatory symptoms were subdued in a few days, but 
the bowels were very torpid, and my attention was called to 
the very /arge quantity of urine which was passed, of a brown 
colour and high specific gravity. A portion of this urine was 
subjected to Trommer’s test, from a suspicion that it might 
contain some saccharine matter, but this test gave a negative 
result. Next day, a drop of the urine was placed under the 
microscope, when I was surprised to find the whole field of 
view covered with moniliform bodies, which I took to be 
torule. This tended to re-excite my former suspicion that the 
urine was diabetic, and induced me to subject it to other ex- 
periments for the detection of sugar, but these also failed.” 

I found the urine in question of a deep brown colour, some- 
what resembling that of thin port-wine. It contained a copious 
sediment, which on examination was seen to consist almost 
entirely of the bodies above described, That these were present 
in the urine at the time it was passed 4 ure to be proved 
from the history of the case above given, for they were detected 
in it the day after the urine was voided. 

In my reply to Dr. Cotton, I informed him that I had seen 
these peculiar bodies in the urine on many previous occasions, 
and that they were not the sporules of the sugar fungus in any 
condition or stage of development, and for which they had been 
more than once mistaken. The bodies in question differ from 
the sporules of the sugar fungus in size, form, colour, mode of 
union, and, indeed, in almost every particular. A represen- 
tation of them will be given hereafter. As far as my obser- 
vations go, they would appear to occur in the urine more fre- 
quently at some periods than at others. During the spring 
and summer of 1548, I constantly noticed them, but I have 
not met with them near so frequently since that time; but 
this may be explained, to some extent, by my not looking for 
them so regularly. I have not as yet been able to connect the 

resence of these bodies in the urine with any particular con- 
Fition of that fluid, nor with any train of mobid phenomena. 

The gentleman in whose practice the above case occu 
states, in a letter to Dr. Cotton, that ‘‘he has met with the 
same kind of urine in an elderly female who was labouring 
under dys ia, with hepatic derangement.” 

These tellies tas not peculiar to the urine. They first at- 
tracted my attention in es water, especially in that fur- 
nished by the Chelsea Company. They are both noticed and 
- oat under the name of ova cases in my work entitled “ A 

icroscopic Examination of the Water supplied to the Inhabi- 
tants of London,” &c. 

The four productions described in the present communication, 
and the two fungi, the particulars of the structure and deve- 
lopment of which were given in a previous paper, rise all 
the isms usually generated in human urine in its different 
conditions. But still two or three others are occasionally met 
with in that-fluid, but they, for the most part, do not properly 
belong to it, but have an obviousextraneous origin. These are 
the ova and larve of the common fly, the larve of some other 

winged insect, (distinguished from those of the fly by the jointed 
character of the body, ier) a numerous hairs or bristles, ) 


and also certain eel-like animaleules which closely resemble 
the animalcules of sour paste and vinegar, and the so-called 
vibrio tritici, 

Whenever the ova or larve of the house-fly are noticed in 
urine, we should always be ready to suspect the presence of 
sugar; for it is in ine urines that they are more pay- 
ticularly found. 

Wimpole-street, 1859. 


ON TWO CASES OF POISONING BY RED 
PRECIPITATE POWDER. 


By ARTHUR PRINCE, Esq, M.R.C.S. Ene, 


Wiruty a short period two cases of poisoning by this mineral 
have fallen under my observation, both occurring in women, 
and in each instance taken with suicidal intent. 

In the first patient, two scruples was the quantity swallowed. 
I saw her about half an hour afterwards, when most agonizing 
pain in the stomach was complained of, accompanied by burn- 
ing heat and nausea. Half a drachm of powdered ipecacuanha 
was administered, followed by copious draughts of linseed-tea 
and milk. Vomiting was quickly brought about, and con- 
tinued for some hours, and upon its subsidence a draught, con- 
taining six drachms of the potassio-tartrate of soda, was given, 
which operated briskly, A diet consisting of thick arrowroot, 
with beef-tea, was adopted for a few days, She rapidly re- 
covered, and but slight salivation resulted. 

In the second case rather over two drachms were taken. I 
saw this patient about two hours after, when the same symp- 
toms were complained of in an aggravated degree. Small por- 
tions of the poison were still adhering to the teeth, which were 
removed with a brush. An emetic of ipecacuanha, followed by 
linseed-tea and milk, as in the previous case, was resorted to, 
Vomiting speedily commenced, and continued for twenty-four 
hours, when blood was likewise brought up. Stools, consisting 
mainly of blood, were also frequently voided, accompanied by 
violent cramps, Deeming it necessary to control this excessive 
action, as great prostration was resulting, I ordered an ammo- 
niated effervescing draught, with twenty minims of tincture of 
opium, to be given every second hour until the sickness and 
purging should be lessened. 

On the third day, most violent salivation ensued. The li 
cheeks, and tongue became enormously swollen; the latter 
organ protruded for about an inch, Blood and saliva of the 
most foetid odour flowed constantly from the mouth, and this 
state of things continued for a month, in spite of hourly 
syringing with borate of soda and myrrh lotion, and the in- 
ternal administration of chlorate of h in combination with 
bark. The only food capable of being taken was milk, arrow- 
root, and beef-tea, in the former of which was dissolved about 
a drachm of carbonate of soda to the pint. The bowels were 
kept freely opened by castor oil and occasional enemata of warm 
water, 


The whole of the anterior portion of the mucous’ membrane 
of the cheeks, gums, and under surface of the tongue sloughed 
away, and four teeth were lost during the operation of syring- 
ing. As the pay healed, the jaws became completely el 
owing to the loss of substance, and contraction of the cicatrices ; 
so that all nourishment had to be drawn through the teeth. 
The tongue also became reduced, and firmly adherent to the 
floor of the mouth and cheeks, The latter adhesions were 
poly 4 divided by incision, but all power of protruding the 

n is lost. 

hile union was still imperfect, I forcibly separated the 
jaws in order to break up the recent adhesions at the sides, 
and cai a wedge of cork, secured by a tape run through its 
centre, and fastened behind the neck, to be constantly worn ; 
but owing to the teeth yielding to the pressure, it was but par- 
tially successful, only enabling her, after union had i 
taken place, to open the mouth to the extent of half an inc 

It is now nearly five months since the accident occurred. 
Not a vestige of the old gum now remains in front, but there 
seems to he some faint attempt at new formation, She is still 
unable to masticate, and lives solely on milk, beef-tea, and 
eggs, with which she appears perfectly contented, and is be- 
coming quite stout. The peculiar mercurial feetor is still very 
powerful, and is only kept under by frequently washing the 
mouth with a dilute solution of chloride of lime, A dropsical 
condition of the face is also present. 
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CASES IN INDIAN PRACTICE, 


(Novemper 19, 1859. 
=: 


thet by » wedep of sort, the 
molar teeth during the greater part of the day, and gradually 
increasing its thickness, the parts will eventually yield : 
ciently to enable her once more to partake of solid food; al- 
though I am afraid the attempt to do so will sacrifice the re- 
maining front teeth, tion having been carried to so great 
an extent as to have left entirely without support, 
Harrow-road, Nov. 1859. 


CASES IN INDIAN PRACTICE. 


CASE OF GUN-SHOT WOUND OF THE HEART, ETC., WHERE THE 
PATIENT SURVIVED THREE HOURS AND A HALF, 


Under the care of Surgeon J. M. Jackson, 2nd Battalion 
Madras Artillery, Centre Division, St. Thomas's Mount. 
(Reported by Assistant-Surgeon J, T. Fraser, M.B., &e. &c, 

Qnd Battalion Artillery.) 


Ow Novy. 3rd, 1856, at a quarter before eight o'clock, whilst 
Jemidar Mahomed Secundar, 5th Battalion Madras Artillery, 
was sitting at the door of his house, he received the charge 
from a pistol, fired by some individual who stood several paces 
in front of him. The charge consisted of two bullets, and 
struck him in the centre of the sternum; one of the bullets 
passing through the bone, the other glancing off and passing 
external to the thorax. During life the hemorrhage from the 
wound was inconsiderable; the patient complained of great 
difficulty of breathing, and much pain in the loins and neigh- 
bourhood of the bladder, attended with intense desire to pass 
urine. He retained his faculties sufficiently to make a depo- 
sition, naming his assassin ; but near eleven o’clock the dyspnea 
became worse, and he expired ata quarter past eleven P.M.—as 
near as possible three hours and a half after the receipt of the 
injury. 

Autopsy six hours after death, in presence of Surgeon Jack- 
son, and Assistant-Surgeons Kixc, M.B., Ker, M.D., 
HEFFERNAN, M.B.. and Mr. 2nd 
Apothecary.—The y presented the appearances of a strong, 
healthy man. In the of the was 
circular inverted wound, which by probing could be found to 
pass through the bone intothe cavity of the thorax. A second 
similar wound was observed about an inch and three quarters 
lower down, and a little to the left of the mesial line; and the 
probe was found to pass between the walls of the chest and the 
costal cartilages external to the thorax. On opening the 
thorax, the course of the first bullet was traced into the peri- 
cardium, striking the apex of the heart, and causing an open- 
ing into the cavity of the right ventricle, through which the 
tip of the little finger could be The cavity of the 

i iam was nearly full of coagulated blood and serum. 
ball was then found to have passed through the diaphragm, 
behind the lesser curvature of the stomach; and finally, after 
having bruised the small intestines in numerous places, but 
without perforating them at any part, was found lodged loosely 
in the recto-vesical pouch of the peritoneum. e second 
bullet was traced for a short distance between the abdominal 
muscles ; but as it was found never to have penetrated the cavi- 
ties, it was not further searched for, the cause of death being, 
of course, most apparent. 

T can only leave to more able hands to account satisfactorily 
for a bullet having taken so remarkable a course, and inflicting 
an injury to the heart, generally supposed to be in itself suffi- 
cient to cause almost instant death, and at the same time /ail- 
ing to inflict any remarkable injury on the important abdo- 

nerve-vessels, &c., close to which it must have passed ; 
for no blood was found in the abdominal cavity, nor could any 
important lesion be detected. The intense desire to urinate 
was, doubtless, accounted for by the irritation produced by the 
bullet lodged in the recto-vesical pouch. That the injury to the 
heart was not immediately fatal, I can only account for by 
supposing that the ball struck the heart, producing a bruise ; 
that the subsequent contractions and dilatations of the healthy 
muscular fibres around had torn asunder the bruised muscular 
fibre; and that during the contraction of the ventricle, the blood 
finding less resistance at this point, had gradually passed into 
the thus impeding the heart’s action more and 
more, 


EIGHT FRACTURES IN ONE INDIVIDUAL; RECOVERY, WITH 
ANCHYLOSIS OF THE KNEE-JOINT, AND FORMATION 
OF A FALSE JOINT ABOVE, 


Q—, aged forty, coolie (Public Works Department), was 
admitted at ten a.m. on August 15th, 1856, to 5th ed 
Artillery (Native) Hospital, under the charge of Surgeon J. M. 
Jackson. Fle was in a very weak state, having been severely 
injured by the falling of a bridge, at which he was working. 
On examination, he was found to have sustained the following 
injuries, in addition to numerous bruises :—In left leg, simple 
fracture of tibia at junction of lower and middle thirds; again at 
upper third, just below tubercle for attachment of ligamentum 
patella ; — fracture of fibula in upper third ; stellate frac- 
ture of patella; fracture of femur just above condyles, and 
again at junction of middle and upper thirds. In right 
sunple fracture of tibia about centre ; and in left arm, sim 
fracture of fibula—in all eight fractures, counting the patella as 
one. As soon as his state would admit, fractures were re- 
duced ; those of the left leg being put up with the ordinary 
long splint down the outer side, attention being directed to the 
inner side of the knee, which was much bruised, and showed a 
probability of ultimately sloughing. Those of right leg and 
arm were put up with the ordinary short splints, and the limbs 
steadied with sand cushions where support was needed. On 
measurement previous to reduction, the left limb when laid 
— was found three inches and a half shorter than the 
right. 

August 16th.—Has suffered a great deal of pain since the 
accident, and the powers of the system are exceedingly low. 
Ordered a measure of arrack daily at proper intervals, (arrack 
is a spirit analogous to gin in strength, avd is found to suit the 
natives better than any other stimulant. ) 

23rd.—In spite of every precaution, the inner part of the 
left thigh, close to the knee, has gone on to sloughing, and to- 
day the sloughs have separated, exposing a very large sore 
close down to the bone, the surface, however, looking healthy. 
The limb to be placed in short splints to thigh and leg, so-as to 
facilitate dressing. 

Sept. 7th.—Sore on the inner side of the knee being nearly 
healed, the limb to be placed in a M‘Intyre’s splint, and laid 
flat, 80 as to give the lower fracture of the femur a chance of 
uniting. One measure and a half of arrack to be taken daily. 

10th.—Ulna united firmly ; has been progressing fav 
up to this time. 

18th.—Right tibia united. 

Oct. Ist.—Both fractures of left tibia and that of left fibula 
united, also the upper fracture of the femur ; osseous deposit 
has been freely thrown out about the patella and knee-joint, 
and anchylosis must be expected. 

7th.—Sore on inner side of knee healed. ; 

15th.—The patient is able to move about with crutches. The 
fractures are all united, except that of the lower end of the 
femur, which, in the anchylosed condition of the limb, is found 
to be a great advantage, as it admits of a little flexion and ex- 
tension, and yet is sufficiently strong not to give way laterally, 
It is a query if the man at his age (forty years, rather old for a 
native) will ever be able to do labourer’s work ; but he at 
rate retains a very usefo! limb, and the case certainly aff 
remarkable evidence of the power of nature to work out a cure, 
in cases which until within a few years were considered essen- 
tially cases for the knife. I must add that not more than from 
three-quarters to one inch of shortening exists in the limb, and 
at this date (Nov. 20th, 1856) the man is able to walk with 
crutches quite easily. 


Untversity oF St. Anprews.—On the 10th instant 
Sir David Brewster delivered the introductory address on the 
opening of the United College, St. Andrews. In concluding 
his remarks, Sir David stated that that was the last occasion 
on which he should open the University. During the twenty- 
one years he had occupied the chair he bad inducted all the 
existing professors, and had witnessed the satisfactory manner 
in which they had laboured for the good of those under their 
tuition. The disti ed position of the University was 
greatly owing to their attention and ability. Although he was 
now about to leave them, he still felt much interested in the 
University. He had been induced to leave it—certainly not 
from any personal motives—in order to discharge the duties of 
the vacant chair of the Metropolitan University, of which he 
had been sixty years a graduate. But he assured them he left 
behind him many friends and associates of whom he would 
always entertain many 
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Mor 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla est alia certo noscendi via, nisi quam et morborum et 
parare.—Moreaemi. De Sed, et Caus. Mord,, lib. 14, Prowmium. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


FEMORAL HERNIA, COVERED BY VARICOSE VEINS AND A 
SEROUS CYST, STRANGULATED FOR SOME DAYS; 
OPERATION; RECOVERY. 

(Under theeare of Mr. Brrxkert.) 

Tu® notes of the following case were reported by Mr. Top- 

ham:— 

Tiiis patient came to the hospital in a state of great prostra- 
tion on the 7th of June last. She was a hard-working woman, 
fifty-two years old, had had nine children, and had enjoyed 
goodhealth until within the last-few years. She had been the 
subject of right femoral hernia for eleven years, but this was 
the first time it had cansed her much trouble; and she had 
never worn a truss. So little did she think that the rupture 
was the causeof her illness, that she never mentioned the sub- 
ject to her medical» attendant, and it was only through the 
judicious and. careful examination of Mr. Galton, of Brixton, 
that the tumour was discovered. 
usual pain and inconvenience in the right groin. On the 3rd 
of June it was very painful, and she was nauseated and retched. 
On the 4th she worked hard at ironing all day, and felt very 
ill. On’the 5th (Sunday) she felt better. She ironed again all 
day on Monday, the 6th, feeling very ill; at eight P.M. she 
vomited, and the stomach rejected everything after this hour. 
Violent pain had been felt across the umbilical region the whole 
day,’ Mr. Galton tried to reduce the hernia, and gave some 
opium, but the next morning, as she was not relieved, she 


painful, about four inches in its longest axis, which was parallel 
with Poupart’s ligament. Itseurface was covered with varicose 
veins’ The patient was in a very desponding state, and at: 
first disinclined to have anything done. The abdominal walls 
were »xceedingly relaxed, and, from the intestinal tympanitis 
which existed, the coils of the small intestines were distinctly 
observable. Chloroform was administered to anwsthesia. Mr. 


y opened, but serum only | 


was i ucible without opening the peritoneal sac.. This was 


As soon as the influence of the chloroform had pas-ed off, 
opium was given, in doses of one grain every three hours, quite 
ly for four or five da Inability to pass urine lasted 
about two days, and the catheter wasemployed. ing the 
first week the diet consisted of a little gruel and tea; she 
sucked ice. Very slow pr was made towards recovery, 
bat, with the exception of a little phlegmon around the wound, 
there were no untoward symptoms. 

During the second week, the i strength, the 
tympanitis was less, the wound began to heal, the opium was 
not given so tly, and her food consisted daily of a pint 
of beef-tea, ten ounces of bread, four ounces of brandy, and 
tea. Ten days after the operation, the bowels not having been 
relieved, an enema of warm water was administered, was 
entirely retained.’ 

During the third week opium was not given, and she had 
sufficiently recovered to take some solid meat for dinner, and 
during the day the same diet as before. The bowels did not 
act, and on the sixteenth day another warm water enema was 
given without the desired effect. 

On the 30th, which was the twenty-third day after the ope- 
ration, the bowels acted comfortably, from which time her 


quite we 

The chief points of interest the urgency of the symp- 
<f-the, patient; 
cyst over the hernial tumour. 

FEMORAL HERNIA; URGENT SYMPTOMS OF STRANGULATION > 
THE BOWEL REDUCED BY THE ‘* MINIMUM” OPERATION ; 
RECOVERY. 

(Under the care of Mr, Birxerr.) 

The notes of this.case were taken by Mr. Holmested:— 

On the 17th of July last, a delicate woman, forty-four years 
of age, was admitted, at ten a.m., suffering with strangulated 
left femoral hernia, She was the mother of ten children, worked 
very hard, and lived very badly. This combination of untoward 
circumstances had reduced her constitutional nutrition very 
considerably, She discovered that she was the subject of a 
rupture in the left groin about two months previously, but she 
felt only slight inconvenience from it until the day before ad- 
mission into the hospital. On July 16th, in the morning, she 
felt greatly depressed and sick, and in consequence went to 
bed. The rupture increased in size all the day, and in the 
evening her medical attendant saw her. He attempted to 
reduce the rupture by gentie means, but did not succeed. 
About midnight she vomited, and continued to do so if she 
swallowed anything. Mr. Birkett saw the patient at noon. 
The tumour was about three inches in diameter, elastic, very 
painful when pressed, and tense. He proposed to administer 
chloroform, and attempt the reduction of the hernia; and if he 
failed, to operate at once, Not the slightest advantage fol- 


round ligament, exposed Poupart’s ligament —_ i , 
fate the 


diet, ice. 
July 18th,—The patient not sleep last night, 
She had not passed any urine, 

was but the power of ‘micturition soon re- 


ih 
| 
ght 
HE 
j 
ag came.to the above hospital about eight a.a. Mr. Birkett saw | 
her.soon afterwards. The tumour in theright groin was very | 
a | 
| lowed the application of the tumour as 
ti tense as before, and further y seemed useless even un- 
| ta justifiable. Mr. Birkett made a rather semicircular incision 
a. across the neck of the tumour, parallel with the course of the 
a Birkett attempted to reduce the hernia ; failing to do so, he at 
te once proceeded to operate. The integuments were incised 
Pieg obliquely along the lateral internal border of the tumour, and 
i 4 several ow varicose veins, which could not be-avoided, were 
ie also These and the haemorrhage was 
th stopped by ligatures, progress of the operation, a cir- ritoneal cavity, and a portion of omentum adherent to 
a 4 cumseribed body was noticed, which at first — ared to be a wasdeft therein. The usual dressing of the wound was. 
the-hernial sac, This was carefull adopted. Ordered a grain ‘of opinm’ every two hours, milk 
which was. bright-yellow colour. The cyst-was 
‘eu membrane, and at one point it was reflected 
(i round a projecting body on’the wal] of the cyst, in such a man- 
Fy the examination, the hernial sac was found behind this eyst; | t . To take the opium every four hours. 
; and, after dividing the structures covering its neck in the} During the first week she progressed very satisfactorily, and 
i the only untoward circumstance was a little inflammation 
2 around the wound. The diet was milk, arrowroot, and a little 
second week Progress was favourable; 
ip tor coulc “et introduced through the orifice, w felt great’ inconvenience from the bowels not acting, an enema 
ha wasincised, and the bowel returned into the peritoneal cavity, | of warm waterwas given on the twelfth day after the opera- 
‘| There was very little seram in the sac, and only intestine. | tion, and 4 quantity of scybale were'ejected. 
te This viseus was of a very dark purple colour, but elastic. The , The case proceeded favourably from this time, and she left 
| the hospital quite well exactly one month after the operation. 
| 
1a 
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


_ CONGENITAL INGUINAL HERNIA, STRANGULATED ; 
OPERATION ; SPEEDY RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Mr. Henry Tompson.) 


H. P——, aged twenty, a potboy, was admitted into ward 
No. 1, at nine a.m., August 29th, with strangulated hernia. 
He has been the subject of it, he thinks, about five or six years. 
It rarely descends; but the reduction has always been attended 
with some difficulty, and always been effected by a surgeon. At 
six o’clock this morning, it came down during a fitof coughing. 
” A surgeon was sent for; who tried the taxis, but without suc- 
cess. On admission, he was suffering pain and marked tender- 
ness, The warm bath was tried, and the taxis repeated during 
the morning, bat still without suecess. He had a full dose of 
opium. No purgative had been administered. The pain and 
tenderness increased towards noon, and vomiting set in. At 
one o’clock Mr: Thompson saw him, and finding the tumour 
tense and tender, decided on operating without delay. It was 
deemed necessary to open the sac. ihe hernia proved to be 
congenital. ‘The testicle was found lying at the bottom of the 
sac, and was freely exposed. A knuckle of intestine was dis- 
covered, with much omentum, which appeared to have had a 
considerable share in strangling the bowel. He had a dose of 

Ang. 30th. He is comfortable ; little pai i colicky. 


and half —— as ale, as he has been acoustemed to 
three pints daily, and expresses a. wish for-it. 
_3lst.—The patient.is much better; tlatus has pessed freely. 
To continue the ale,.and.to have a chop,-as he wishes for it. 
Has 


Wound healed 

12th.— ; perfectly 

14th.—To have a truss, and be di 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 
STRANGULATED INGUINAL HERNIA, RELIEVED BY OPERA- 
TION; VOMITING FOR TEN DAYS; PYRMIA; DEATH FROM 

BED-SORES ON THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 


(Under the care of Mr. Human. ) 


and bed-sores began to form. These, together with general 
debility, continued to increase, and he sank from exhaustion 
on the 17th of October, twenty-six days after the operation. 
No post-mortem examination was permitted. 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 
BLEEDING FROM. THE THROAT: LIGATURE OF 
THE CAROTID ARTERY. 


We have lately seen two cases in which ‘the tonsils were 
lanced for abscess, and the instrument had been ap- 
plied in such an awkward and unskilful manner as to wound 
the carotid artery, giving rise to alarming hemorrhage in each 
instance. Every student is taught that when about to punc- 
ture an abseess of the tonsil he must do so in a direction in- 


At midnight on the 24th of October, a man, aged twenty- 
four, was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital, with 


uantity up to Sunday, the 23rd; and on the Monday, . 
Sowarde evening, he lost a t deal of blood, 
gether amounting to nearly a pint. was seen the nextday 
after admission by Mr. Stanley. The bleeding recurred oeca- 
sionally up to the 26th, when Mr. Stanley placed a ligature on 
the trunk of the common carotid artery, an inch and.a half 
below its division into two branches. This effectually con- 

the of which there has since been no-re- 


SEVERE HZ MORRHAGE. FROM THE TONSIL 
ARRESTED BY THE SOLU OF. THE 
PERCHLORIDE.OF IRON. 


Tue following case of severe ; illus- 
trates the beneficial the ide of iron as a styptic. 
Mr. Heary Thom was called to see ituat.the Marylebone 

ht, on the 22nd of and took with 


ration was not i 

ley, that the carotid was in the 
instance, the notes of which were by the house-surgeon 
to the Infirmary :— 

Sarah O——, thirty-five, charwoman, marvied,-as 
admitted into the Marylebone on Saturday, the 22nd 


Infirmary 21 
of October, at twelve o'clock, mid-day, with acute tonsillitis. 
A the same night, considerable set 
al and a half of 


: 
i 
F 


No but about a pi 
whos about half a pint (as well as she 


| 
wards, so as to avoid injuring this vessel. 
bleeding from the throat. He had an abscess of one = 
tonsils (the left), and snffered great agony. sg ee 
professional advice, the abscess -was punctured on | 
| a surgeon, and it bled a little. It continued to bleed in s 
| turn. we saw be was qu 
| and going on well, The 
| in now follows. ‘The Lzemorrhage 
was much more extensive. 
ha 
Mr. Thompsen remarked that it was not common to get a 1 
case of hernia in which strong purgatives had not been adminis- 
tered, often very freely, previous to admission. He believed 
_ the action of these, after the bowel was liberated by operation, a 
chad often an extremely prejudicial effect; and he attributed 
him a bottle of the solution 0 e perchioride OF 
the Codex), and a glass brash, He found a woman propped up in 
te The early exhibition of bed, pale and almost pulseless, with a large-vessel of cuagu- 
stimulants, in: this case, appeared to be beneficial; and the | blood at her side, and the hedelothes bespattered in-every 
early of-nourishment, doubtless, contributed to the | ‘i7ection. She could not speak so as to be understood, } 
finding that she was bleeding from one or both tonsils, Mr. 
Thompson passed his finger into the fauces, and discovered a 
small opening, as if from incision previously made, in the front 
of the right tonsi'; blood was evidently flowing. fast from it. 
Binding a piece of lint round the entire left foretinger, so-as to 
form a mop, pressure was kept upon the wound, until he could 
epdweatecn which was done freely two or three times. 
at once arrested the bleeding, which recommenced in 
Cs There was no return after this, and she is now recovering 
Tue account which follows is a short abstract of a case of | ™pidly. : 
. : : default of the aid thus rendered by the styptic solution, 
| considerable interest, the notes of which have been placed at but made mind to ie he eid artery 
but the efficacy of the treatment was so striking, that the ope- q 
—, -one, an , was ad- 
of left inguinal hernia for nine months, but had never worn a 
truss. The bowel came down on the 2lst, and could not be 
Other treat- 
ment proving unavailing, an symptoms being urgent, Mr. i 
parts without apening the sac. The stricture seated .at'the 
neck of the sac was divided, and a large quantity of omentum 
and a long loop of small intestine were returned into’ the 
abdomen. Uninterrupted vomiting, partly fecal, continued ood. he hemorrhage continued till after twelve 0 Clock, ’ 
rence of relief to the bowels by several dark evacuations. | states that a surgeon saw her on the previous Inursaay, and | 
: Diarrhea now ensued for three days, and pustules and ulcers | that he Janced the throat (she does not know on which side). ' 
£08 over the body, | 
on both little fingers, These were relieved 
by evacuation of their contents ; the general health being could judge) of ‘clear blood came away. From that time 
The. patient, however, continued in a very low state, | (Saturday). “No blood was ‘the application of the 
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iron. Has been doing very well ever since. The house-sur- 
geon found, by measurement with water, that there were three 
pints of blood in the vessel, besides the quantity about the bed, 
making quite the other half pint. 


BIRTH OF A CHILD THROUGH A CENTRAL 
RUPTURE IN THE PERINZZUM. 


As is well known to a aceoucheur, when the perineum 
becomes ruptured during labour, it is generally from be- 
fore backwards, It sometimes happens, however, that instead 
of the laceration occurring in that manner, the perineum is 
perforated at its centre by the head, and the child is born 
through this opening without passing by the os externum or 
inal outlet. This is a very rare form of injury, and is 
noticed in Dr. Rigby’s ‘‘ System of Midwifery,” p. 113. 

At the present time there is a young woman in St. G 's 
Hospital, who was recently confined of her first child (illegi- 
timate). She was in labour from two o'clock in the morning 
until five in the afvernoon ; the head had well descended, and 
the perinwum was carefully supported by a practitioner 
attending upon her, who Mle that there was no dispo- 
sition for the vaginal outlet to dilate, and permit the head to 
be born; but the perineum was enormously distended. Sud- 
denly the centre of the perineum ruptured, and the head 
forced its way through, followed by the body of the child. 
Birth, therefore, took place without emergence from the os ex- 
ternum. She was subsequently admitted into St. George’s 
Hospital, and is now under the care of Mr. Pollock. She was 
examined by Dr. Robert Lee, who observed that he had not 
seen a similar instance, and that it was one of great rarity. 
The edges of the rupture were brought together by itr. Pollock ; 
but the sutures ulcerated throngh, a now suppuration is 
going on between the lips of the wound. The rectum and anus 
are intact. The rupture commenced in front of the anus, and 
extended in two directions—on the right side beyond the 

agina in an oblique direction, and on the left to about half 
the distance, leaving a tongue-shaped flap of integument point- 
ing towards the anus. The parts have, however, considerably 
contracted since her labour, although the longest wound is 
nearly three inches in length. 


THE ADHESION OF THE NERVOUS BULBS IN 
STUMPS TO THE CICATRIX. 


THERE is a popular error prevailing amongst many members 
of our profession, to the effect that in the painful stumps of 
amputated limbs, the pain depends upon the bulbous enlarge- 
ment of the ends of the divided nerves. That this is not the 
cause of the uneasiness, however, anyone may satisfy himself 
by dissecting old stumps of individuals who may have died of 
other diseases, and who have never complained of any incon- 
venience during life at the seat of amputation. A dissection 
will show the ends of the nerves to be thickened and dilated 
in the form of a bulb, this condition depending upon the de- 
velopment of areolar or fibro-cellular tissue between the minute 
nervous fibrille, It is a natural process, and is no doubt in- 
tended to subserve some useful purpose in the economy. When 
a stump is painful, however, it is mostly so in consequence of 
an adhesion between these little oval or rounded tumours and 
the cicatrix itself, and thus they become subject to direct pres- 
sure, which keeps up irritation and pain. A case in point has 
just occurred at St. George’s Hospital, under Mr. Pollock’s 
care, of a young man who underwent a third amputation in 
the left leg on the 6th ultimo. The first took place fourteen 
months ago for injury to the foot, when Syme’s operation was 

rformed at the ankle-joint, the flap being made from the 

1, and all the precautions adopted which he enjoins. The 
stump healed ily, but it remained painful, and was useless 
for progression; it was also exceedingly cold. Mr. Pollock 
therefore performed a second amputation, a little higher up, 
and the stump healed as before, but again became painful. i 
was determined again to repeat the amputation higher up, at 
the upper third of the leg, and this time to ado t Mr. Teale’s 
plan of making flaps, Mr. Pollock considered this plan _emi- 
nently suited to such a case, as the flap was less likely to 
engage the nerves, which are cut off at right angles behind. 
This proceeding was therefore adopted, and everything so far 
has gone on well: it remains to be seen whether the stump 
will again, for the fourth time, become painful. 

On examining the amputated stump, the nervous bulbs were 
found acherent to the cicatrix—a condition which was present 
in the first stump also, 510 


CHOPART’S AMPUTATION IN CLUB-FOOT. 


Feet that are rendered perfectly useless for p ion in 
elderly people from deformity, and which resist all the ordi- 
nary means of treatment, some surgeons consider it best to re- 
move. If the contraction rights itself, however, before any- 
thing is done, and the foot is restored to its natural state, it is 
most di ing when the patient lapses into the original 
condition after walking has been attempted for a short time. 
Such cases are by no means rare, and when they present them- 
selves for treatment at the general hospitals, amputation of 
such useless limbs is the course pursued. It was resorted to 
on the 25th of October, at Guy’s ital, by Mr. Cock. An 
elderly female had had her left leg in a state of palsy almost 
since a child. This was accompanied by retraction of the tendo 
Achillis, She had some power over the knee, but none over 
the foot; the consequence was that the latter assumed the 
characters of a and she had walked upon the 
ball of the foot, with the heel raised, for many years. ‘The 
bones had become from several attacks of inflam- 
mation, and the skin about the toes was ina state of ulceration. 
With rest and other treatment during some weeks’ stay in the 
hospital, she has been enabled to leave several times; the lame- 
ness and inflammation, however, return when she begins to 
walk, The foot, therefore, in its pr t lition, Mr. 
Cock looked upon as utterly useless, With the patient’s 
consent, he determined to remove a part of it. After the 
administration of chloroform, he divided the tendo Achillis, 
made a semilunar incision, and then amputated through the 
tarsus, removing the navicular and cuboid bones, with all the 
parts in front of them, completing his under flap from the sole 
of the foot, thus performing Chopart’s operation. Very little 
blood was lost, the flaps were brought together by sutures, and 
gently supported by adhesive plaster. 

We have seen the patient since the operation. The healing 
process is going on well, and it is believed she will not only be 
enabled to walk comfortably, but that she may enjoy a better 
state of general health than heretofore. 


COMPOUND FRACTURE AND DISLOCATION OF 
THE ASTRAGALUS. 


A Most unusual and sin form of injury to the foot is to 
be seen at Guy’s Hospital, under Mr. Bryant’s care. It oc- 
curred in a man fifty years of age, who has the look of a person 
of sixty. ‘ In getting off an omnibus, he fell, and so injured his 
foot that the astragalus was dislocated and forced through the 
skin forwards and outwards, and hung by a piece of membrane 
to which it was attached. On examination, this bone was dis- 
covered to be fractured, in addition to its displacement; it 
was therefore removed altogether. Both malleoli were intact. 
Although the man’s general health was not favourable, he is 
doing well. Ice was assiduously applied after the injury, and 
opium given internally, and now the wound has all but 
by suppuration, and he may have a useful foot. 

In such injuries to the foot as the one referred to, it is usual 
to encounter fracture of the tibia or of one of the malleoli, 
according to the manner in which the foot has been twisted at 
the time of the accident. On the 4th of October, the writer 
observed a male patient, aged sixty, in the Westminster Hos- 
pital, under Mr. Brooke’s care, whose right foot and ankle 
were greatly swollen, from jumping off a vehicle on to his 
heel. He thought he was falling, and leaped to save himself, 
alighting heavily on the os calcis, The jump was, however, 
direct, without any twisting, which has prevented any serious 
lesion to the bones entering into the formation of the ankle- 
joint, 


HrattH or Lonpon DURING THE WEEK ENDING 
Sarurpay, Nov. 121m.—The deaths registered in 
which were 1182 in the week that ended Nov. 5th, were 1051 
in the week that ended last Saturday. The deaths from bron- 
chitis continue to increase; in the last three weeks they were 
58, 90, and 102; those from pneumonia had risen to 73 in the 
previous week, but they declined to 50 last week, Whooping- 
cough has also declined to 14. There were 2] deaths from 

-pox. Scarlatina maintains a high mortality, and is now 

the most fatal disease in the zymotic class; 98 deaths are re- 
ferred to it, and 8 to diphtheria, 

Last week, the births of 918 boys and 930 girls, in all 1845 
children, were registered in London. In the ten co 
weeks of the years 1849-58 the average number was | 
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Tuts was the first meeting of the Session. The attendance 
was very large. 


,. HISTORY OF AN ADDITIONAL CASE OF TUBAL GESTATION. 


BY ROBERT LEE, M.D., F.R.S., 
OBSTETRIC PHYSICIAN TO ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


This case, which occurred in the practice of Mr. Gre-ory 
Forbes, was that of a woman, who, having menstruated pro- 
fasely a month before her death, was seized with pain in the 
abdomen, on the 8th of October, followed by complete prostra- 
tion. She died the following morning. On examination of the 
body, three pints of blood were found in the cavity of the abdo- 
men, which had escaped from an opening in the left Fallopian 
tube, where an ovum had been developed. The embryo was 
not found at the time of the post-mortem, nor was the amnion 
or vesicula umbilicalis discovered; and there was no deciduum 
in the cavity of the uterus. The Fallopian tube and ovarium 
were alone permitted to be removed ; and these were examined, 
under spirit, by Dr. Lee, who found a deciduous membrane 
adhering to the inner surface of the tube, and enclosing the 
villi and membrane of the chorion on all sides. The hemor- 
rhage was evidently traceable to a rupture in the decidua and 
adhering portion of the tube, by which a communication was 
established between the cells of the villi of the chorion and 
— and the sac of the peritoneum, through which the 

flowed from the cells of the chorion into the abdominal 
cavity. 

Dr. Banciay, in the absence of the author, said he believed 
it was the object of Dr. Lee to confirm the statement he had 
made before the Society last session, that in cases of tubal ges- 
tation the deciduum was found in the Fallopian tube, and not 
in the uterus. 

A CASE OF DOUBLE CLUB-FOOT (TALIPES VARUS) AND CLUB- 

HAND IN THE SAME INFANT. 


BY HOLMES COOTE, ESQ., F.RC.S, 
ASSISTANT-SURGEON TO ST. RARTHOLOMEW'S AND THE ORTHOPEDIC 
HOSPITALS, 

The author read the particulars of a case of double club-foot 
and club-hand in the same infant. He remarked that such an 
occurrence was very rare, no similar specimen existing in the 
museum of the Royal Orthopedic Hospital. There were cases 
on record in which both hands and feet were congenitally de- 
Jormed ; but in the present instance there was only displace- 
ment, the component parts of the hands being as perfect as 
were those of the feet in their abnormal position. He added 
some remarks upon the difference between deformities caused 
by arrest of development and displacements or alterations in 
form from mechanical pressure. He argued that club-foot, in 
its usual congenital form, was due to pressure during intra- 
uterine life, Some preparations of deformity were exhibited. 

Mr. Wa. Apams thonght the case brought forward by Mr. 
Coote was totally opposed to the theory that such deformities 
were produced by pressure in utero, In his opinion such cases 
rather strengthened the view advocated by Dr. Little, that 
deformities were the result of dynamic causes, more or less de- 
pendent on the nervous system. The worst case he (Mr. 
Adams) had ever seen was that of a child born with two club 
feet, two club hands, two contracted knees, two contracted 

were implicated, might be t uently between the 
third and fourth month 

_Dr. Lirrie remarked that the occurrence in the same indi- 
vidual of double club-foot and double club-hand was not so rare 
as might be supposed from the circumstance that the museum 
at the Orthopedic Hospital did not contain a single specimen 
of that deformity. At least a dozen fetuses illustrating that 
peculiarity were to be found in the museum at Berlin. The 
oldest theory was, that pressure in utero was capable of pro- 
ducing such distortions; but he thought that more extended 
observation had distinctly proved that the deformities, both 
before and after birth, depended upon a great variety of causes, 
and that almost every cause of deformity which might occur 
after birth occasionally took place in utero, Reeollecting the 


symmetrical character of the deformities, their number and 
variety, and the early period at which they occurred, when the 
proportion of the liquor amnii to the foetus was so large, he had 
no doubt that congenital cases often resulted from causes ope- 
rating upon the nervous system of the child through that of the 
parent, or through accidental injury to the mother in the early 
periods of gestation. Cases had come under his observation 
which were only to be explained by the malposition of the 
limbs in utero; but such instances were very rare, An im- 
portant class of cases, clearly referable to accidental injary. 
consisted of those in which the child was found with lim 
variously distorted or deformed through the influences exerted 
upon them by the umbilical cord. It was difficult to lay down 
any absolute plan of treatment in cases of club-hand. There 
was no ground to despair, he thought, unless the hand was ex- 
tremely deficient, of effecting much good by treatment, when 
we take into consideration the identity of cause in the produc- 
tion of this deformity and that of club-foot. He had frequently 
seen good results from tenotomy and mechanical treatment in 
eases of club-hand. 

Mr. Hotmes Coote was still of opinion that the deformities 
in question were the direct results of pressure exerted on the 
child in utero. It surely was not extraordinary that all the 
extremities should occasionally be subject to the same kind of 
pressure. If it were possible that anything like an impression 
upon the mother, or any accidental circumstance, should have 
any great effect on the development of the feetus in utero, the 
deformities would be of much more frequent occurrence than 
they were. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Mowpay, Nov. l4ru, 1859. 
Mr. Roperr Wane, V.P., 1x THe 


Dr. HapersHon read a paper on 
PALN AS A SIGN OF DISEASE OF THE STOMACH. 


The anthor first spoke of the general absence of pain in disease 
of the mucous membranes, except where the orifices of their 
canals were affected; and of the very frequent immunity from 
actual suffering in many morbid states of parenchymatous 
viscera, But in serous membranes an opposite condition was 
found to occur, almost any change, and especially those of a 
sudden or acute kind, being accompanied by severe and agoniz- 
ing pain; and of such a character and severity as to demand 
perfect rest, this rest being a very essential element in the 
alleviation of the disease, In pericarditis, on the contrary, 
when occurring without pleurisy, pain was very frequently 
entirely absent, as for many years shown by Dr. Addison; and 
rest in this case would be impossible. The immediate object 
of the communication being the consieration of pain in con- 
nexion with disease of the stomach, he proceeded to show its 
value as an indication, or non-indication, of disease of that 
organ, by several propositions :— 

1, That acute so-called inflammation and disease of the sto- 
mach may be entirely free from pain, if the mucous membrane 
only be affected. Reference was made to the gastro-enteritis 
of children, and to the symptoms of irritant poisoning, Seve- 
ral instances were adduced, in one of which a large dose of 
oxalic acid was taken; and except pain in the mouth and 
throat, there was no suffering, but the patient completely re- 
covered. In a second, a case of poisoning by sulphuric acid, 
the patient lived eleven days; but except that arising from 
the action of the acid on the mouth and throat, there was no 
evidence of suffering, or of pain, tenderness, &c., at the sto- 
mach. The whole of the mucous membrane was destroyed, 
but the deeper structures were uninjured. In a third case, 
one of poisoning by a solution of chloride of zinc—Burnett’s 
disinfecting fluid,—no pain whatever was suffered for three 
months; but eight days before death pain came on in the left 
side. Ulceration of the mucous membrane was found near 
both orifices; near the esophagus was an opening into an ab- 
scess between the spleen and diaphragm; and near the pylorus 
extravasation was prevented by adherent omentum. It was 
believed by the author that this abscess had only dated from 
the commencement of the pain eight days before death, when 
probably the deeper structures had become involved. 

2. That organic disease of the mucous membrane alone—as, 
for instance, cancer—may be comparatively free from pain. 
Reference was made to the detection of cancerous secondary 
tubercles without previous symptoms; and a specimen was 
shown of a large v et peas the mucous membrane 
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the stomach, of which no idea had been entertained, the ori- 
in being present 
from advanced 


plained of burning pain at the stomach. 

3. That disease extending to the muscular or peritoneal 
coats, produces generally severe pain, as in ordi ulceration 
or cancer. Two instances were given in which the intensity 
of the pain was the most prominent symptom, and in which, 
after death, the author detected branches of the pneumo- 
gastric nerve involved in the dense fibrous edges of chronic 


4. That over-distension of the stomach produces severe 
pain. 

5. So also disease of the peritoneum covering the viscus. 

6. The statement of Dr. Osborne, that the precise seat of 


gastric ulcer inight be shown by the position of greatest ease, — 


was briefly alluded to; but the author did not give a positive 


opinion on the subject. In the case mentioned where the 
pneumogastric was involved, and the ulcer at the posterior 
aspect, the 
and tow: 
ion. 


tient was most comfortable whe: 


n leaning forward 
the left side, so far confirming Dr. 


. Osborne’s 


free, 
8. That many conditions of functional disease are entirely 
from pain. 
9. in in many so-called functional diseases is 
often exceedingly severe, but is often produced by a mal-con- 
dition of the nerves or nerve centres, and arises from the inti- 


the Society not with the idea that each was established, but as 
guides for further thought and observation. 


lace, in-which Dr. Gi Dr. Hyde 
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' Mr. Spencer WELLs exhibited the following specimens :— 
L—CONDITION OF PARTS NINE MONTHS AFTER OVARIOTOMY. 


On the 5th of November, 1858, Mr. Wells removed a colloid 
tumour of the right ovary, weighing twenty-one which 
had been surrounded by fifty-seven pounds of ascitic fluid, 
' from a patient thirty-three years of age. The tumour was-ex- 
hibited at the Pathological Society on the 7th December. The 
_ woman recovered well, and left the hospital a month after the 
‘operation. She remained extremely well for several months, 
working in the fields, but in July began to suffer from symp- 
followed by those of obstructed 
| intestine, and she died on the 26th August. 

| showed a portion of the abdominal wall, containing the cicatrix, 
| the peduncle of the removed ovary adhering to it, and connect- 
‘ing it closely with the uterus; and the left ovary, in which 
"disease had commenced and gone on to the formation of a com- 


ilar deposit, in small 
Sod been over the Whale f'the 
its reflections. Mr. Jardine, of Capel, examined the structure 
of these nodules microscopically, and reported as follows :— 
‘The masses are, when small, only between the peritoneum 
and the muscular coat of intestines, and have a distinct limit- 


form, but many are fusiform and elonga' 
nucleoli, but some oil-globules in cells, and nuclei, and much 
ranning throughout, but 


not with definite 


that | free oil ; small amount of fibrous tissue 
ite arrangement. 


‘was given, where the w the lower part of the wsophagus 
was destroyed, the pneumogastric nerve exposed, and many 


ly any pain was complai not- 
withetasiling tiie extensive 

14, That pain at the scrobiculus 
the stomach, often arises from spi 


ing upon the aorta, may be simulated by aneurism. 

disease, pain is sometimes very intense; and a 

case was referred to by the author, in which the patient died 
from the.intense suffering, the false aneurismal sac not havi 
iven way ;.and, in dissecting the parts, the large branches 

sac. No other cause of death was found, after exami- 


nation. 
were submitted to 


At two previous tappi 
i this fluid had been removed. 


The tumour consisted of one large cyst, from-which thirty-one 
and twenty-three: ery been 
previous ings; an a-group of smaller cysts. was 
existence “thus group which had led to the performance of 
-ovariotomy i of the injection of iodine. 

IV.—A COMPOUND OVARIAN CYST REMOVED BY OVARIOTOMY, 


four days before the meeting, from a lady, thirty-eight years of 
age. With its contents, it had weighed fifty-three pounds. It 


cirrhosis, and at the commencement of ker illness had com- Mr. Gay took The 
it ly admitted of di 
| uicers, 
BBs 
if 
tf 
| 
aie 7. That in disease of the lesser curvature near the pylorus, 
: aa experienced by the patient as svon as the 
enters the stomach, and, in some cases, conveys the idea 
of disease at the csophageal orifice. An instance was men- 
| tioned where, for many months, the affection was believed, by 
tia an eminent physician, to be at the end of the csophagus, 
| , whereas the lesser curvature near the pylorus only was affected, ' 
| . and the mucous membrane near the esophagus was perfectl I 
“ pound cyst about the size of a small orange. Another speci- 
\ men showed two strictures of the ileum, very nearthe cecum, 
$ caused by cancerous deposit between the peritoneum and mus- 1 
a mate connexion of the spinal.and. sympathetic nerve. Refer- 
a ence was made to the severe dyspepsia occurring in states of | 
+ exhaustion, extreme nervous prostration, loss of blood, over- 
_ anxiety, and uterine disease. Ing membrane e ; 
i} 10. ‘That the effect of diseased condition of the pneumo- | trating growths. As they increase, the general tendency seems 
ba -with stomach disease, is one eats Sage rather to spread flatly under it, The bulk is composed 
a bable that pain is sometimes the result, The irritability of the | of cells about the size of pus corpuscles, with large nuclei (in 
he stomach in cerebral disease, in disease of the Pon cap- | some cases almost filling up the cells), refracting light more 
ab sules, eee dyspepsia, in phthisis, ~* were alluded to, and | strongly than the cells themselves. Most cells approach the ' 
wings 0: nerve supply of the stomach shown. 
hatin many forme of disease af te 
i. accompanied with severe pain after food, it was probable 
(i t in functional, as in organic disease, pain often arises : 
Il. —PSEUDO-COLLOID OVARIAN TUMOUR SUCCESSFULLY REMOVED ‘ 
found hich’ had ‘been of Pro- 
Te That absence of pain is sometimes in consequence i preserved petrifying process 
i Ss of the destruction of the pneumogastric nerves. An instance | fessor Raddi. It weighed ten Saw when removed, but-had 
4) been surrounded. by up’ o y pou ascitic. fini 
a anches trunc ; fluids had passed into the posterior me- y-cight.and 
f mi diastinum, had burrowed beneath the diaphragm, and made The opera- 
i We an abnormal opening into the stomach. _The patient bad tra- | tion was performed on the 2‘th of May, and the patient left 
i very appearance 
to the extremity of irritated nerve. of age. 
. That severe pain at scrobiculus cordis, simu- 
4 lating disease of the stomach, is referred by some, and probably TL.—OVARIAN CYST SUCCESSFULLY REMOVED BY OVARIOTOMY. 
1S correctly so, to over-distension of the cavities on the night side | This had been emptied; stuffed, and dried. It had been re- 
i. of the heart, as we find in mitral valve disease, chronic bron- | moved from a patient,.aged twenty-nine, on the 24th of June, 
Ta chitis, &c. In these instances, the whole of the chylo-peietic | who recovered well, and had since remained . in. good health. 
Le viscera. and the branches of the vena porta are much congested, 
4 oH and the fanctions of several viscera imperfectly performed. 
ik om 16. That cancerous disease of the stomach, with enlarged 
} 
{ within the wo yeers, and bar 
i Mr. Whipple, of Plymouth, last August, when paps of 
ta fluid were removed; and again in September, when only half-a- 
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cysts one after another with his hand, the cyst 
The lady had gone on most 
manner since the operation. 

V.—A COMPOUND OVARIAN CYST REMOVED BY OVARIOTOMY, 


just a week before the meeting, from a lady, thirty-seven years 
of age, whe had died four days after the operation. The walls 
of the principal ost which had contained nine pints of thick 
flaid, were very dense; and.this had led to some difficulty in 
diagnosis, especially as there was a very thick layer of fat in 
the abdominal parietes. The tumour was closely connected to 
the right side of the uterus, and a firm band of adhesion to the 
cxeum had to be tied and divided before the clamp could be 
applied. Scarcely any blood was lost, and the patient went. 
on weil until the third day, when bilious vomiting and exces- 
sive distension of the intestines with became very urgent, 
and she died of exhaustion. Mr. Wells added that he had re. 
moved nine ovarian tumours since the last session of the Society. 
He promised to exhibit the others at some early — as 
thought that, in the present unsettled state 
opimion with regard to ovariotomy, it was the ro of an ope- 
whole of bis cases, and not keep ia 
the background any which had terminated unsuccessfully. 

Mr. exhibited a specimen of 
ATROPHY OF THE BLADDER AND VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA. 
The coats a bladder were reduced to the thickness of 
being at the same time 

much diminished. The fistulous opening was of large size, 
extending from the neck of the bladder to the orifices of the 
ureters; the orifice of the left ureter being in the margin of 
the aperture, and that of the right ureter only just within the 
vesical area. 
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Evwarp Harr Vives, M.D., F.LS., 


PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 


Dr. Voven, after a few preliminary remarks, said —‘‘ In 
entering upon this the twenty-ninth year of our associated 
existence, we may look back upon the past history of the Har- 
veian Society, and, tracing its upwards from its first 
humble commencement in [S31 to its state of 
ment, find abundant reason — tulation in the perma- 
it aired, and reputation it has 

institutions of the metropolis. 
* Great: hands that 
year: jo James 


member during the past year: we can but regret that in him. 
hae beret nipped in the-bud’ by 


there amongst us | matter 
whose lives are absorbed in one continued routine of active 
a duties, but who find in the entire occupation of 
their time, and the consequent exhaustion of 


ob) advancemen 
proces medical science,— would fail to make themselves 
» and the results.of their professional experience known 
to others, but for such societies as this. At no period of social 
history have those societies. whose Rien at 


cultivate scientific pursuits, been so numerous and so powerful 


for good as at the present time. The connexion between poli- 


tical strife and the cultivation and advancement of literature 
would seem to be slight indeed, but it is an interesting psycho- 
logical question into which it is not now my province to enter. 
Yet at such a period, amidst the fierce contending passions of 
revolutionary strife, were produced such men as Hobbes, Boyle, 
Dryden, Cowley, Milton, with a host of others, and last aud 
greatest of them all, our own illustrious Harvey, who was one 
of those great men whom God, in virtue of his eternal laws, 
bids to appear on earth from time to time to enlighten and 
ennoble mankind.” The President here traced Harvey's career 
to his death, and then said—‘‘ I would here take the opportu- 
of tha of the Horvelan to act: on the part 
of the members of the Harveian Society to take such measures 
in their corporate capacity as might lead to the removal of the 
reproach that there exists no statue or other memorial of his 
a Tardy honour has been paid toJenner ; the remains.of 
oha Hunter have just found a ma “place ; bat the 
ashes of Harvey are still neglected, and, according to a recent 
visitor to his tomb, his coffin is shaken up to prove by the 
rattle of its contents the genuineness of the exhibition. Speak- 
ing individually, I should be happy to co-operate with others 
in to the remains of Harvey from further 
desecration. —Amongst the subjects which have an immediate 
bearing upon the prosperity of nations and the well-being of 
mankind, none have been so productive of important results as 
sani’ science. The members of our profession (and I would 
here allude especially to one of our body, Dr» Headlam Green 
how), in the spirit of purest and philanthropy, are fore- 
most amongst those who labour in this tield of usefaluess. But 
nothing has more distinguished the modern school of medicine 
in England — the improved treatment of insanity. In this 
country the labours of Charlesworth, Hill, and 
Conolly have effected total abolition of restraint for one of 
kindness and sympathy. Latterly a portion of the press has 
entered into a crusade against private asylums, in articles, 
some of them most untruthfal, and all of the most prejudicial 
and unfair charaeter. Cheap penny publications have detailed 
fictions of horror as having been perpetrated in asylums, which 
tind no parallel in = present reds except in the excited brains 
of their authora, Let us hope that the Laginlatase may be well 
advised in this matter, ae my result of their labours nay 
be advantageous to the lunatic and also to society at large. 
Although the public mind is occasionally shocked by some isv- 
lated act of bratality, it forms no part of the modern treatment 
of insanity, but is the fault of the errr who is justly fers 
up to ic reprobation. A recent Act egislation 1s v 
emeee good for the medical profession, and may be 
taken as the earnest of better things yet instore forus. Bat 
there is one evil which no legislative enactment can ever reach, 
= of quackery within our own ranks, the chief form of which 
y. It is our boanden duty to combat this impos- 
joded empiricism in every form. The life of the medical 
man is one of labour aid anxiety, to which advancing age and 
inactivity are the his rewards 
; we y honour and legislative functions 
and the portals of rank and power, 
while they are open to the embers of the other learned pro- 
are for ever closed him. What has been the re- 
ward of Harvey? What has the reward of Jenner for pre- 
serving millions from hideous di or premature 
death by a loathsome disease? Alas! nothing but cold neglect. 
It is true a statue has recently been erected to his memory in 
one of the public places ; but the site was granted in a niggardly 
spirit, and even now a journal devoted to the purposes of art, 
in its issue of this month, says impertinently, with reference to 
-| this statue—‘ The question is not how it came where it is, but 
when will it be removed? The writer perhaps feared lest the 
memories of those whose statues stand hard by should acquire 


sueh goodly courpany. It is a 
of the that. we take.aa exalted and 


oy. 
Sydenham be our 
practice, Thus shall we Siiesnahedieataeiioagae 
sion—thns best. maintain its heneur; and we shall.go forth in 

i duties, and 


—— 


Garat Yarmourn. Hosertax.—The appointment of a 
— to: this bospital—vice Dunne, retired—will not,. 
‘is expected, be made at arse 

> 


- pint of thick gelatinous matter came away. Mr. Wells 
as ceeded in removing it through an incision only four inches long 
by opening it (after separating some adhesions to the pariete: 
de and to a portion of omentum) and breaking down the smal 
r, 1 
at ry 
it may nov be out of place to urge the present members to use| 
thear endeavours to promote and increase its general usefuln 
by a regular attendance at its meetings, by frequent commu- 
nications of the results of their daily observations.and experi- 
ence, by joiming freely in the discussions, and. by making: i 
advantages known to their friends and inducing them to enroll 
and with »ride may we turn to the annals of literature, 
y paoeees neither deisure for abstract theaght nor ineli- | 
nation for literary pursnits; yet such individuals, although | 
possessing, perhaps, the observant and reflecting. mind,. the | 
intellectual. power; and the kindred feeling which prom 
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and Notices of Books, 


The Epidemics of the Middle Ages. From the German of 
J. f. C. Hecker, M.D., Professor at the Frederick Wil- 
liam University at Berlin, &c, Translated by B. G. Banine- 
oon, Be F.R.S., &c. Third Edition, completed by the 
Author’s Treatise on ‘‘ Child-Pilgrimages,” . 360. Lon- 
don: Triibner and Co. - 

Tue best explanation we can give of the reason of this new 
issue of a book already so well known is by quoting the follow- 
ing ‘* Address to the Reader” :— 


‘* This volume is one of the series published by the Sydenham 
Society, and as sach originally issued to its members only. 
The work having gone out of print, this new edition—the 
third—has been undertaken by the present proprietors of the 
copyright, with the view not only of meeting the numerous 
demands from the class to which it was primarily addressed 
by its learned author, but also for extending its circulation to 
the general reader, to whom it had heretofore been al! but in- 
accessible, owing to the peculiar mode of its publication, and 
to whom, it is believed, it will be very acceptable, on account 
of the great and growing interest of its subject-matter, and the 
elegant and successful treatment thereof. 

** The volume is a verbatim reprint from the second edition ; 
but its value has been enhanced by the addition of a paper on 
** Child- Pilgrimages,” never before translated ; and the present 
edition is, the refore, the first and the only one in the English 
language which contains al/ the contribations of Dr. Hecker to 
the history of medicine.” 


To praise Hecker’s work again would be superfluous. Suffice 
it to say, for the benefit of the general reader, that its interest 
is equal to its erudition and its scientific relations, 


The Causes of Irregularity of the Permanent Teeth, and their 
Mechanical Treatment. By James Roptnson, Esq., &c. 
London: Webster and Co. 


Tue subject-matter of the little book before us is one of 
great importance, both to the dentist and to the public, from 
its too frequent neglect, until it has either become a serious 
disfigurement to the face, or some malformation and disease of 
the jaws result therefrom. 

Mr. Robinson has applied his considerable practical know- 
ledge to these defects, and has given us some valuable hints, 
both on their prevention and cure. He points out, at p. 12, 
when the aid of the dentist should be sought :— 


**The superintendence and assistance of the dentist will 
erally be required when the permanent central teeth of the 
ower jaw pierce the gum, either behind or before the deciduous 
ones. In those cases it will be necessary to remove the tem- 
porary central teeth; and if there be not room to admit the 
permanent in the space from their increased size, one or both 
of the laterals should be extracted. But this should be delayed 
as long as possible, to ascertain whether the gradual and na- 
tural expansion of the jaw may not provide svfficient room; 
for a too premature removal of the laterals takes away the 
natural support by the process of absorption from the perma- 
nent centr and thus causes an unsightly separation, which 
will require the aid of india-rubber rings or dental ligatures 
ultimately to rectify.” 
Again, at p. 17, he offers the following remarks on the 
management of the molar teeth 
**Daring the progress of their advancement through the 
gum, the uniformity and healthy condition of the remaining 
organs may become injured by lateral pressure, and this may 
oceur although the arches be moderately well developed and 
expanded. Therefore, in cases where the other teeth are per- 
fect in health, shape, and regularity, I recommend, imme- 
diately after the dentes sapientia have pierced the gum, and 
the crowns are sufficiently developed, that the student should 
extract them either with the forceps or elevator, so as to avoid 
the possibility of mischief. If, however, the first or second 
molar and bicuspids show symptoms of lateral caries, I should 
recommend the removal of the diseased organ, which will not 
only prevent pressure towards the centre, but afford space for 
the approaching tooth, eo these wisdom teeth 


ierce the gum in a diseased state, ucing intense sufferi 
in it is better at them, and 
by the use of india-rubber, the file, and stopping, endeavour 
to remedy any mischief in the more important teeth.” 
Many valuable suggestions are given throughout for the 
mechanical treatment of irregularities; and the subject is ren- 
dered more intelli, ‘ble by well-executed woodcuts, 


The Surgeons’ Vade-Mecum: a@ Manual of Modern Si 

By Kozert Drurrr. Eighth Edition, London ; 

In the present edition the author has entirely rewritten 
many of the chapters, and has incorporated the various im- 
provements and additions in modern surgery without adding 
to the bulk of the work, On carefully going over it, we find 
that nothing of real practical importance has been omitted: it 
presents a faithful epitome of everything relating to Surgery 
up to the present hour. It is deservedly a popular manual, 
both with the student and the practitioncr. Many new en- 
gravings have been added, illustrating the subject of Excision 
of Joints, and the diseases for which that operation is per- 
formed. 


Archives of Medicine. No. Edited by Lionet Beare, 
M.B,, F.R.S. London: Churchill. 

Tue present number fully equals its predecessors in the im- 
portance and variety of its contents. It completes the first 
volume, which now contains thirty-two plates and fifty wood- 
cuts. An important feature of this magazine is the analysis 
given of various fluids and solids in a diseased condition. 


An Expository Lexicon of the Terms, Ancient and Modern, in 
Medical and General Science, including a Complete Medical 
and Medico-Legal Vocabulary, dc, &c. By R. G. Mayne, 
M.D. Part 1X. London: Churchill. 

Tuus useful work is rapidly approaching its completion. The 
next part will, we presume, conclude it. "In the present, words 
from ‘‘Strobiliformis” to ‘‘ Zythus” are included, and addenda 
from “ Aasmus” to ‘‘Alternatipinnatus”’ given. 


Foreign Department. 


AUSCULTATION OF THE HEAD. 


M. H. Roger, an hospital physician of Paris, has of late 
been in the habit of auscultating the head, especially of chil- 
dren. In chronic hydrocephalus he has discovered a 
souffle, which is, however, absent in meningitis and convul- 
sions. The practical result of M. Roger's investigations is, 
that the auscultation of the head may reveal alterations of the 
blood, and that the bruit de diable heard in the carotids, in 
cases of chlorosis, is heard as well and more easily by applying 
the steth to the head. In fact, it is sometimes extremely 
difficult to listen to the carotids of infants at the breast or very 
young children. We find, on the other hand, in the 
of the Academy of Medicine of Paris, that M. Nonat, another 
nosocomial physician, has discovered that chloro-anemia is 
much more frequent in children than has hitherto been sus- 

ed: a bruit de souffle is heard, according to M. Nonat, 
in eight out of ten children from one year old to puberty. This 
seems a rather large proportion. 


ABSCESS IN THE MEDULLARY CANAL OF LONG BONES. 


Tur operation of trephining a bone to give exit to pus formed 
either in the medullary canal or the substance of the shaft, is 
well known in this coun Most cases have been observed 
on the tibia; for ont of nimeteen cases cited by M. Broca, at 
a late meeting of the Surgical Society of Paris, fourteen were 
of the tibia. This author had, howover, lately an opportuni 
of observing and operating upon a case where the abscess 
formed in the medullary canal of the humerus. M, Broca had 
recourse to the trephine, and immediately gave relief to the 

atient, who had suffered so much that he had no sleep 
more than a month (?). 


| 
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“FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.—IRIDECTOMY IN GLAUCOMA. 


[Novemmer 19, 1559. 


LATEST METHODS OF TREATMENT PROPOSED IN PHTHISIS. 


Dr. Warsow remarks, with great riety, in his excellent 
lectures, that the more intractable the disease, the greater the 
number of remedies proposed. No one is surprised at the 
various modes of treating tuberculosis which have been ex- 
tolled, for it is quite natural that new weapons should be 
sought against an enemy who proves invu’ ferable by the old 
ones. But we protest against essarily teazing and tor- 
menting the unfortunate individuals whose lungs are being de- 
stroyed by tuberculous deposit, and whose organism is wasting 
under the effects of the local mischief and the morbid diathesis. 
M. Beau, physician to the Paris Charité Hospital, for instance, 

roposes, and has practised, the following method ; ‘‘ Give car- 
of lead in phthisis, because painters hardly ever suffer 
from the disease; and substitute one cachexia for the other.” 
Then we have a paper addressed by M. Aussandon to the 
Academy of Medicine of Paris, ‘‘On the Treatment of Pulmo- 
Consumption.” The author, who has noticed that bakers, 
and generally those who sleep in the day and watch at night, 
bear the symptoms of the later stages of phthisis better 
others, straightway advises to keep consumptive patients 
awake at night, and send them to bed in the day-time. He 
gives, however, into the bargain, warm baths in which Kermes 
mineral is dissolved; places issues in the axille, whilst the 
patient is under the influence of chloroform inhalations; aud 
him into a warm bath before he wakes from the narcotism. 

. Aussandon advocates also the use of syrup of tolu, cod- 
liver oil combined with syrup of bitter almonds, and a common 
drink made of sassafras, sarza, and corrosive sublimate ! 


ADVANTAGES OF THE USE OF GLYCERINE IN SURGERY. 
M. Demaregvay, a distinguished hospital surgeon of Paris, 


has used, and recommen glycerine in ulcers and fistu- 
lous tracts, along which latter it should be injected to falfil 
the following indications—viz., to diminish excessive suppura- 
tion, cleanse the secreting surfaces, modify the noxious pro- 
perties of the pus, prevent the stagnation of fluids, or simply 
to excite the pyogenic membrane, and bring about cicatrization. 

Glycerine may be advantageously used in deep abscesses con- 


nected with diseased bone, and in such cases the author com- 
bines glycerine with iodine, because the former is, alcohol ex- 
cepted, the best solvent of the latter, and penetrates very 
powerfully, reaching to a great depth. Glycerine may also be 
—— in the dressing of scorbutic, scrofalous, syphilitic, 
and atonic ulcers, either alone or as preparatory to another 
kind of treatment—viz., compression with strips of adhesive 
. When used for ulcerated chilblains, glycerine should 

extremely pure, because it is apt, when not quite free from 
foreign substances, to excite very painful inflammation. 


EXTRACTION OF A HAIR-PIN FROM THE URETHRA. 


Tux rule of making one branch of a hair-pin introduced into 
the urethra perforate the glans, and thus removing the whole 
in, was in practice by M. Ségalas, of 
Paria This surgeon was called to a ient who, in order to 
have a good view of a chancre situated in the urethra, near the 
meatus, introduced a hair-pin into the canal by the rounded 
i (The satisfaction of this curiosity must certainly have 
accompanied by a good deal of pain.) The instrument 
went, however, a little too far; the patient tried in vain to 
remove it, and caused, in his efforts, one of the sharp ends to 
enter the mucous membrane lining the canal. M. Ségalas had 
had a case of the kind before, whem the patient, in his en- 
deavours to remove the pin, had actually forced one of the 
branches through the glans! Recollecting that the pin in this 
latter case was easily removed by gently pulling upon the pro- 
truding branch, M. Ségalas forced, in the present case, one of 
the points of the pin through the glans, and the foreign body 
was removed pretty easily, and wi any untoward compli- 


IRIDECTOMY IN GLAUCOMA. 
(LETTER FROM MR, J. W. HULKE.) 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
Sir,—The account in Tue Lancer of Oct. 29th of a new 
operation by Mr. Hancock, which is proposed as a substitute 
for the operation of iridectomy in contains state- 
ments respecting the latter so Utterly ab variance with facts, 


that it is calculated to give most erroneous impressions of the 
real worth of this most invaluable measure. writer com- 
mences by insinuating doubts of the curability of glaucoma by 
iridectomy, and proceeds to quote a description of Griife’s ope- 
ration, which is so meagre curtailed that it almost amounts 
to a suppression of the truth. 

The very extensive trial of iridectomy by my colleagues, 
Messrs, Bowman and Critchett, in the Royal Toston Ophthal- 
mic Hospital and in private practice, and my own smaller 
experience, have fully confirmed the accuracy of Griife’s state- 
ments; and I feel bound to maintain that this operation does 
effect real cures in glaucoma, which has baffled every other 
mode of treatment. But, as mere assertion may be incredu- 
lously received, [ would invite any one who still has doubts to 
an inspection of the practice at the hospital above mentioned. 
The fact of the curekili ity —— by iridectomy, which I 
assert has been completely demonstrated, proves the positive 
value of this measure. For this, Soreeanet hares value, 
Mr. Hancock's is as a substitute. But before a cor- 
rect estimate of the relative value of two different operations in 
any given disease can be formed, the disease must be accurately 
defined, and the plan of each operation must be precisely de- 
tailed. Now Griife has done this for glaucoma and iridectomy. 
His articles in the ‘‘ Archiv fiir Ophthalmologie” contain most 
lucid and comprehensive views of this subject. In them he has 
described the disease with great accuracy, he has defined its 

thognomonic characters, and related how he was led, by his 
mame edge of the value of the operation in iritis and choroido- 
iritis, to try it in glaucoma. The treatment of glaucoma by 
iridectomy was not a hap-hazard discovery, but the result of 
close observation and careful reasoning. His views of the 
nature of the glaucomatous process, and of the action of iridec- 
tomy in arresting it, have been clearly stated by him. In the 
face of this, how can it be said that ‘‘ Griife gives no theory 
whatever, and candidly states that his practice is empirical” ? 
On the other hand, it is certain that the case in the 
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital, reported from notes by Mr. 
Sansom, was no‘ one of glaucoma. The age of the patient (alad 
of fifteen), the history, and the symptoms, all prove this. On 
the appropriateness of the i operation I shall make no 
remarks. It was followed by relief, (though twelve days after 
its performance is too short a period to enable us to judge of 
its permanence ;) but to assume from its success in a single 
case, essentially differing from glaucoma, that it will not 
merely be equally useful in glaucoma, but even superior to 


our obedient servant, 
J. W. F.R.C.S., 


Assist.-Surg. Londo: thal ‘ospital, 
and wing's College 
(LETTER FROM MR. J. G. HILDIGE) 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Srr,—Relative to an article which eupensed in your journal 
of the 29th ultimo, headed “‘ A New Operation for the Relief 
of Pain in Glaucoma,” and describing a case of that disease, 
under Mr. Hancock’s care, in which the pain was relieved by 
puncturing the chamber of the vitreous humour, perhaps you 
will have the goodness to give publicity to the following facts ;— 
Puncturing the chamber of the vitreous humour for the relief 
of pain in army was practised by Von Griife and Hasner 
upwards of four years ago, some time before iridectomy was 
thought of. The practice was, however, found to produce 
om tem benefit, the symptoms almost always return- 
ing after a period varying from one to three months. In the 
case under the care of Mr. Hancock the beneficial result appears, 
as yet, to have lasted only twelve days—from the 9th to the 
2ist September,—which I do not think should be taken as 
evidence of the permanent efficacy of the operation. ae 
Von Griife nowhere ‘‘candidly says that his practice is 
wholly empirical :” he, on the contrary, lays down expressly, 
in his ‘‘ Archiv fiir Ophthalmologie,” that by excising a por- 
tion of the iris the secreting surface is diminished, and the 
secretion thereby reduced toa minimum. The operation has 
been brought into disrepute on the Continent, as well as in 
fo Te y its being performed on cases wholly unsuited 
r it. 


For the history of the operation, and for a description of the 
cases in which Von Griife considers it icable, I to refer 
the author of “* Druitt’s Vade-Mecum” to the * Archiv fiir 
Ophi ie,” sec, i. 

an, yours respectfully, 
Dublin, Nov. 1850. a= G. Hummer, F.R.C.S. 


iridectomy, 18 hasty and illogical, 
mem 
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THE ACTS OF GRACE OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. , [Novemser 19, 1859. 


THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1859. 


Amonest the consequences flowing from the new Medical 
Act, not the least interesting are the proceedings of the London 
College of Physicians. Although this.ancient corporation had 
hitherto adhered very closely to its traditional policy of 
maintaining an exclusive standard for its permissi, and. still. 
more for its Fellows, it has mot for many years deemed it. ad- 
visable to put in force its legal powers against extra-colle- 
giate physicians. On the passing of the Medical Act, it wasfound 
that, scattered over the provinces, there were many physicians 
of high attainments and good repute who did not belong to the 
English: College, and were not even amenable to its authority. 
It was also found tliat not a few men of this class had, after a 
provincial career, migrated within the seven-mile.circle of the 
College; and that other physicians of great respectability had, 
vested with various degrees, settled ab origine in London. 
Now, as, under the new order of things, it became desirable 
that: physicians practising in England, whether in the provinces 
or in the metropolis, should register under an English gualifica- 
tion, it was felt that the occasion was propitious for bringing 
within the orthodox fold all the stray physicians who had been 
practising upon the warranty of various degrees in medicine, 
and, we may add without offence, with various degrees of 
regularity. It seemed unreasonable to expect that men who 
by their own energies and talents had earned prominent 
positions as teachers, authors, and practitioners of medicine, 
would submit to the ordeal of an examination, more especially 
when that examination must be conducted by their com- 
petitors in professional strife, and perhaps by their juniors 
in years, It is» true that there are men who have not 
shrunk even from this trial, but most were unwilling 
to run the gauntlet, The large fees.of the College were 
also felt to be an obstacle. It was therefore determined to 
throw down the old. barrier for a specified time, in order to 
facilitate the amalgamation: of the class:we have desoribeds 
For one year, without examination, for a very moderate fee, 
the Government stamp duty being remitted, the College doors 
are open; the right being, of course, reserved of considering 
the claims of every applicant according to his individual 
merits, We need not stop to point out in what respects the 
standard of the London College has been made to differ from: 
that which is: held sufficient. in Edinburgh... The London Col- 
legep.not ious.of its-eld dignity, has resolved to be still 
a College of Physicians, In dealing.with the crowd of. appli- 
canta, this principle -has been resolutely: kept in. view. It. is/ 
well known that the claims of several gentlemen to enter under. 
the temporary relaxation, have been: rejected. At the same 
time, an inspeotion-of: the lists.of: admissions which have beem: 
published in our calumns from time to time will prove that the 
opening of the College has been by no means a nominal mea~ 
sure, but in reality one the liberality of which has been amply 
apprecisted. At the beginning of the present year the College 
stood nearly as follows :—There were 185 Fellows, who consti» / 


as they are now called, Members; and about 230 Extra- 
Licentiates, The Fellows, therefore, were to the Members as four 
to five. Down to the present time—and the year of grace has 
not yet expired—there have been admitted, including a small 
number of gentlemen received under the normal rule of exami- 
nation, about 180 new Members. The Members then rose to 
about 420. But now a very delicate question arises. At whose 
expense is all this liberality exereised?. The old Members, who 
had all obtained admission: by undergoimg a ‘severe, and, in 
many cases, a peouliarly-obnoxious, examination, and by paying 
the full fees, exclaimed: pretty loudly that the Fellows had 
been very generous at the cost of their neighbours. On the 
hypothesis that a part of the value of the licence depended on 
the limitation of the number-of those-enjoying the privilege, 
the old Members might, with some show of reason, complain 
that their rights had been rather freely dealt with ; and they 
might, with more substantial cause, complain that what they 
had purchased at a heavy cost had been suddenly given away 
to all comers. Hence arose a natural desire:on the part of the 
Members to storm the yet virgin fortress of the Fellows. ‘Tf,’ 
said they, ‘‘ our territory is thus thrown open, show your dis- 
‘*interestedness by throwing open-your own in like manner to 
‘*us.” The idea was even mooted that all the old Members 
should be promoted to the Fellowship. But a little reflection 
made it plain that the safeguard of selection could not be given 
up. In the course of time, the snowy fleeces of some of the 
flock had turned black: some gentlemen had become homeo- 
pathists, mesmerists, and what not. But upon what principle 
should selection be made? No plan could be devised that 
could be expected to satisfy everyone. We are not aware that 
any principle has been avowed. But we may state the result. 
twenty-five Members for promotion. This list, being submitted 
to the Fellows in July, excited much dissatisfaction. If no 
great exception could be taken to the names proposed, the 
faults of omission were strongly urged. Whilst the liberality 
of the College had been so profuse towards those who but yes- 
terday werestrangers,—for several of the Licentiates by grace 
were on the list,—the obvious claims of old Licentiates who 
had made world-wide reputations were ignored. The injustice 
was so glaring that the list was indigmantly given back to the 
Council for amendment... On the 22d: of October, a supple- 
mentary list, which nearly equailed in number the first, was. 
laid before the College. At one sitting, the first list was taken 
up; and an adjourned meeting was held for the consideration of 
the second:list. The result of the ballot is an addition of some 
forty-two Fellows to the College, Subtracting this number 
from the Members, the Fellows are then, «i this moment, 
about 227, and the Members 380; that-is, the Fellows are to 
the Members as tliree ‘to five, as.agginst. four to five, which 
was.the relative proportion Jast year.. It is quite true that 
there exists no fixed precedent or»obligation for making up 
Fellows to the larger proportion; but. this comparison will. in- 
stantly explain why it is that many Members who have been: 
passed over feel aggrieved, and maintain that there was room 
for a larger translation. On the other hand, the Council might 
urge that it was impolitic to depreciate the estimation in 
which the Fellowship is held by making it too common ; that 
in the exercise of a most delicate and even invidious duty 
they had done their best; that the nomination lists prepared 
by them could not even fully represent their own convictions. 
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that there were some Members who might not desire to be 
Fellows, and it was not discreet to put geutlemen in a position 
to refuse the proffered honour; that there were some who might 
run a bad chance at the ballot, and it was no part of the duty 
of the Council to put up men for the Fellows to knock down ; 
lastly, that there were others who might very well. wait, as 
many good men had done before them. 

Candour demands that all these things should be weighed. 
The point which, perhaps, more than any other, aroused oppo- 
sition, both amongst. the Fellows and the Members, was the 
nomination of a considerable proportion of year-of-grace Licen- 
tiates. In fact, the black balls chiefly fell upon these candi- 
dates. But if we examine the names of the elected, it will be 
seen that they are mostly men of mark and standing in the 
provinces, who were under no sort of legal opposition to the 
College. It would, indeed, be niggard grace to elect such men 
as Sir James Barpsiey, Dr. Nosie, and others, Members, and 
tell them to wait four years for their elevation. It was de- 
sirable to mark, by the election of these eminent physicians, 
the equal consideration in which the new Members were held. 
The exceptions to the provincial character are Sir ANDREW 
Saura, Dr. Marieton, Dr. James Birp, Dr. Guéweav 
Mussy, and Dr. M‘Witt1am. The elevation of men who have 
distinguished themselves in the public service must be regarded 
in the light of the honorary degrees conferred at the older 
Universities, A Fellowship thus conferred honoris causd will 
give universal satisfaction. It does not honour him that takes 
so much as him that gives, 

. But with all these explanations, which we are far from ten- 
dering as apologies for the Council and College, the profession 
will-read with surprise the names of some of the chosen, won- 
dering for what modestly-concealed merits they were selected; 
and, with no less surprise, why the names of men of signal 
reputation should still remain amongst the Members. 


A CLEVER writer, but most inconsistent logician — Dr. 
WwaTELyY—says, in the Appendix to his “ Rhetoric,” that 
“proverbs are somewhat analogous to those medical formulas 
“twhich, being in frequent use, are kept ready made up in ‘the 

_ ‘*ehemists’ shops, and which often save the framing of a distinct 
“* prescription.” In other words, it is implied that a man’s 
judgment and his reason for it are conveyed through the use of 
a well-known form of expression more clearly, and in an incom- 
-parably shorter space, than if he had to explain his meaning in 
expressions framed for the occasion. The well-known writer 
concludes his remarks upon proverbs by giving alist of antitheta 
(or proverbs opposed to each other in meaning) from Bacon, 
in whose Essays the reader will find the substance of them, and 
that often considerably amplified. We have proverbs, pro et 
contra, concerning nobilitas, juventus, divitia, superstitio, &c. 
We have none, however, relative to the ars medica. Shouldit be 
contemplated to add some at any future period, we haveone 
or two ready at disposal which we met with in the course of 
some late reading. We offer the following as a sample of cur 
commodities. An eminent divine thus expresses. himself; 
‘* Physicians do much for the poor who cannot pay ;.they.are 
‘* bound to retain no secrets of science for their owm personal 
‘* advantage, but to communicate to the faculty and the world 
** whatever they discover. In a hundred other ways, the laws 
“and etiquette of their profession breathe the nicest deiicacy.” 


19, 1859. 
Contra: ** Physicians are under obligation to do much for the 
poor, for advice costs nothing, and drugs but little”—this, at 
least, is the opinion of another eminent divine—no less a per- 
son, indeed, than Archdeacon Patey. ‘There is a terseness 
and nerve about the latter statement which is highly bracing, 
and which will make it serve, as we spread it abroad through 
the profession, as an admirable tonic to all Poor-law medical 
officers and their inexorable guardians. The illustrious author 
of this highly satisfactory exposition of the obligations of the 
medical profession is reported to have confessed, when he ac- 
cepted preferment under circumstances opposed to his accre- 
dited principles, that he’ was too poor to have a conscience. 
The quotation we have given from him certainly would not be 
opposed to the belief that his conscience might occasionally want 
awakening, or that though the res angusta domi constituted a 
sufficient reason for its slumbers within the clerical bosom, they 
were not of this convenient character relative to the conscience 
of the profession of medicine. But though we would not be too 
straightlaced with Dr. Parry quoad his conscience, yet we 
maintain that there are bounds of consistency within which 
even archdeacuns must give proof that they keep. We are 
comfortably assured that ‘‘ advice costs nothing,” and so we 
must give it for just as much. It is told of one of the highest 
legal authorities now living that he was, as the saying is, pumped 
by his neighbour at a dinner party for his advice upon a point 
of law. He was not to be caught, however, and so carelessly 
suggested, as if off his guard, a course which he knew to be 
the opposite of that which should be pursued. The advice 
was followed, and to the detriment of the follower. “The 
latter, meeting his legal friend soon afterwards, upbraided him 
by telling him that the opinion he received on the day of 
the dinner was not worth much. “True,” was the reply, 
‘*but it was worth quite as much as you gave for it.” 
If advice were worth so little, too, Dr. Parey might have 
remembered that the services be had rendered to society 
consisted chiefly in givmg it advice, and hence, according 
to his own theory, scarcely merited that succession of pre- 
ferments the author went through, until it made him prebendary 
of St. Paul's, the sub-dean of Lincoln, and enriched him with 
the valuable rectory of Bishop-Wearmouth. But we rather 
suspect that, whether with or: without his conscience, Dr. 
Paxey did not regard these favours as too much reward for the 
labour of his brain, We do not, certainly ; we are of opinion 
that the well-known moral philosopher was worthy of all he 
obtained, It may be that the advice of the moralist is far 
beyond any comparison with that of the medical practi- 
tioner, We will not decide this point here, as we might be 
accused of being prejudiced arbitrators. We must maintain, 
however, that the benefit to be derived from the one is 
very much dependent upon the goodness of the other. There 
is uo sound mind without sound body—the mens sana only in 
corpore sano, remember. Little, then, as the power of advising 
is supposed to cost the physician, the advice resulting from 
.it. is, worth much to him who rans off with the booty. There 
-was-meaech Christian as well as common-sense suggestion 
‘in the orders of the Puritan general to his men before an ap- 
prosching battle—**Trust in Gop, and keep your powder dry.” 
“The Archdeacon's advice may stop at the first clause of the 
exhortation, and the medical practitioner's at the second ; but 
without the dry ammunition where would have been the vic- 


tory ? and without the el? the body how would it fare 
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MEDICAL ANNOTATIONS. 
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with that for the soul? Our advice surely, then, might, at 
least, have been worthy of the respect of Dr. Patey. But we 
forget—the symbol of TuLrivs was a burning lamp which con- 
sumed itself in lighting others, And this will continue to be 
an admirable cipher for the practitioner of medicine, He not 
only dedicates himself to a duty for which an adequate remu- 
neration is scarcely ever made, but in most cases discovers that 
he is expected to be ever ready to gratuitously bestow the 
labour both of his mind and body upon his fellow-creatures, 
rrespective of need, station, or even of moral character. 

It is well for the profession of medicine that some persons 
will support us in our deserts. Unfortunately we rarely obtain 
them, but it is yet consolatory to feel there are a few to speak 
in our favour. Nothing should give us greater pleasure than to 
be able to show such men as the author of the antitheton to Dr. 
PALEy’s assertion, and which we before quoted, that we con- 
tinue to deserve their good report. We refer, therefore, with 
much satisfaction to Dr. BrrnsMape’s address,* from which we 
learn that the ‘“‘ American Medical Association” have at length 
agreed upon a code of professional ethics, to be obligatory upon 
all its members, and upon all Societies represented in that 
body. We learn, also, that several of the Colleges of Medicine 
beyend the Atlantic, and in the State of Albany in particular, 
require all candidates for degrees or licences to sign a pledge to 
conform to similar principles before they can receive their 
diplomas to practise. Professional morals are thus rightly made 
an important part of medical education, Medical ethics, as Dr. 
BRINsMADE well points out,includenot merely medical etiquette, 
as many suppose, but inculcate rules for the guidance of the 
physician in all the relations into which he may be called by 
the practice of his profession, They proceed even further than 
this: for they unmistakeably hint at reciprocative duties from 
society. To attempt, then, to diminish our prestige by remind- 
ing society that our ‘‘advice costs nothing, and drugs but 
little,” shows but slender appreciation of scientific medicine, 
and forgetfulness of what is the best proverb after all—viz., 
** The labourer is worthy of his hire,” How different the feeling 
and significance of the two antitheta we began with! How little 
in accordance are those of one precept with the noble spirit 
and catholic humanity of M. Srwon’s often-quoted sentence !— 

“Nous le disons avee conviction, élevez le médecin le plus 
que vous pourrez, élevez-le \ ses propres yeux, élevez-le aux 
yeux de ses concitoyens; car sa mission est sainte, car elle suppose 
le plus absolu dévouement, car il faut qu'il ait une haute idée 
de l’humanité pour comprendre ce que vaut la vie de l"homme.” 


Aedical Annotations, 


“Ne quid nimis.” 


A CLERICAL HOMCEOPATH. 


Dr. Warts, of Manchester, has fallen into the hands of a 
homeopathic clergyman, Mr. Francis Smith. This is a species of 
antagonist greatly to be dreaded; and such a shower of abuse 
as has fallen upon the unfortunate physician, has rarely de- 
scended upon the head of any quiet son of Esculapius, Mr. 
Francis Smith had used the school-room for preaching homao- 
pathy, and Dr. Watts thus referred to his labours in his inau- 
gural address at the Royal School of Medicine and Surgery ¢ of 


* Addresses delivered before the Medical Society of the State of New York, 
8 


Manchester :—‘‘ Clergymen who failed to rise to distinction in 
their proper sphere were especially tempted to amaze by pre- 
tensions in the sphere of medicine, where they incurred no 
professional responsibility, and where a little amateur doctoring 
makes a sensation at no cost of toil, talent, or reputation. In 
this city we were not without a representative of the class, 
He had before him a printed lecture, proving that a church 
school-room near by had been once perverted from the purpose 
of instruction in Christian doctrine and other established trath, 
to the teaching of the doctrines of Hahnemann—a doctrine 
which in strict science ranks as a fallacy and a delusion.” 

Surely this is a very temperate re a ae of an opinion 
which would meet with almost universal i It has 
stung Mr. Francis Smith nearly to insanity, In a published 
letter, only worthy of that classic locality where ‘‘ they talk the 
plainest English and sell the best fish,” he informs Dr. Watts that 
he is scurrilous, that he is personal, and that he has degraded 
himself. The insinuations are *‘ calumnious;” he “ blushes 
for such language:” it is ‘* commonplace’ amé@ superficial, and 
the man who uttered it must be criminally and utterly ignorant 
of the subject upon which he so cavalierly descants ;” it ‘* proves 
that Dr. Watts is either unfitted for his post by his ignorance, 
or, if he is not, language would fail to characterize as it de- 
serves so wilful a perversion and suppression of the truth.” 

Surely Mr. Smith has a very pretty turn for controversy. 
We will allow him to be a fair judge of what is ‘scurrilous 
and personal;” but, differing wholly from his opinion of Dr. 
Watts’s statement, incline to the belief that that stigma very 
justly attaches to his furious philippic. We are not about to 
imitate Mr. Smith, and to accuse him of a total ignorance of 
logic, an obtuse incapacity for the perception of the simplest 
truths, or an unconquerable affection for the horns of an absurd 
dilemma; but we will assume that he has in his cooler moments 
none of these defects, yet they are assuredly very manifest in 
his letter. An angry man writes letters so badly: tracundia 
non sum apud me. He is beside himself, and logical percep- 
tion is gone :— 

“Ora tument ira: fervescunt sanguine ven 
Lumina Gorgoneo sevius angue micant.” 
Mr. Smith modestly states, that he has the capacity for the 
highest honours of the Church, which in time may fall upon 
him; and his lecture on Homeopathy was ‘‘ completely de- 
monstrative.” In speaking of the doctrine of Hahnemann as 
**a doctrine which in strict science ranks as a fallacy and a 
delusion,” he considers Dr. Watts showed himself unfit for his 
post of allopathic professor; and that unless Dr, Watts be con- 
tent to argue the whole question of the homeopathic follies 
and frauds with him in the public newspapers, ‘‘ shame and 
confusion of face must surely be his lot.” This is mere mid- 
summer madness; but Dr, Watts should beware of answering 
this tirade in any serious or angry tone. Of all the pre- 
tenders that infest the art of medicine, the clerical are the most 
troublesome and the boldest; and we would advise that Mr. 
Smith be left to digest his spleen in peace. 


THE FOOD OF FRANKLIN. 

Tr is fated that we shall not cease to have fresh cause to 
mingle the bitterness of self-reproach with the regrets which 
we lavish upon the memory of Franklin and his noble band of 
Arctic heroes. The arrogance and high conceit of some Ad- 
miralty officials again and again rejected the advice which 
pointed out the true route taken by these forlorn navigators; 
and insolently repulsed the offers to search the tract of the 
Great Fish River, along which we now know that they passed 
on their road to death, and to immortal fame. ‘Ten years have 
elapsed between the death of Franklin and the discovery of 
the proofs of his fate. Now we may apply to him the proud 
taunt of Ennius: 

“ Nemo me lacrymis decoret, neque funera ficta 
Faxit. Cur? Volito vivu’ per ora virum.” 
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It is painful that a new source of self-reproach should arise 
for the nation in the statement of one of Captain M ‘Clintock’s 
companions at the last meeting of the Geographical Society, 
that he believed that Sir John Franklin’s crew finally perished 
in consequence of the defective preserved meats supplied to 
the expedition. This individual fraud becomes national loss; 
and the lives of great men are sacrificed by the tricks of dis- 
honest pettifoggers, It is an essential consequence of fraud, 
whether systematic or accidental, that its consequences over- 
pass anticipated results, and the adulterator who begins by 
seeking to turn a dishonest penny may thence trace a long se- 
quence of disasters which lead to calamities of the most touch- 
ing horror, and may leave him little else than a murderer in 
the first degree. It is but hard justice, perhaps, to lay at the 
door of the dishonest man the whole train of accidents which 
a peculiar combination of events may educe from his fraud, 
when the results are so anomalous or unexpected as to be be- 
yond reasonable anticipation ; but when they are such as flow 
naturally from his fault, and are brought about by no violent 
dislocation of the ordinary current of events, he may be logically 
adjudged responsible for the harm, Now the avowed objects 
with which preserved meats are sent on board ships, or sup- 
plied to voyagers, contemplate the failure of all other sources of 
food, and a reliance on these as furnishing the nutriment neces- 
sary tolife. Wilfully to employ diseased or putrid meat, or to 
neglect the precautions by which the freshness of the viands may 
be maintained, is to open the door to death in its most horri- 
bleform. It is a probable consequence that the crew so treache- 
rously poisoned may fall into the direst straits of distress, and, 
perhaps, untimely perish. This fate, it is stated, befel the 
companions of Sir John Franklin. ; 

Mr. Robert Rawlinson makes a well-timed appeal for the 
application of a remedy to so grievous a wrong. He states 
from his own knowledge, and it is certainly known by many 
others, that horribly diseased meat is supplied in the navy con- 
tracta, We have already had abundant evidence that the 
preserved provisions are frequently unfit for food. Rigid in- 
spection is provided, and apparently enforced. How, then, 
can these intolerable frauds escape? Either the inspection is 
inefficient, or it is a job. 


LUNATICS LET LOOSE. 


Sickness brings respect even to squalor and poverty, and 
the witless and demented, by a common instinct which the 
most savage tribes acknowledge, have always been considered 
the peculiar care of the community. Without investing the 
lunatic with the sanctity which Eastern nations attribute to 
his character and to his misfortune, we are disposed commonly 
to afford the guidance which nature takes from out his own 
power, and the help demanded by his incompetency for the 
affairs of life. The shelter of an asylum, restraint, tutelage, 
food and clothing, are necessaries rarely denied now to the 
pauper lunatic. There are exceptions to this philanthropy, 
and instances of shameful desertion of this plain duty, which 
call for public reprehension and legal repression. Frequently 
lunatics are despatched by the authorities of some locality 
to a far-off place, where they are turned adrift, half-starved 
wretches and wandering beggars, to shift as they may, or be 
saved by the charity of the parish, into which they are tossed 
like seaweed—projectd vilior algé. Several lunatics have thus 
been landed here by Irish, Scotch, and foreign steamers, 
During the last week, a poor lad was brought up before Mr. 
Yardley, who had been shot out of a steamer from Ireland, 
and left to the charge of the Wapping parish. This is, for- 
tunately, a misdemeanour in common law; and those con- 
cerned in such a proceeding are liable to be punished for con- 
spiracy. Conduct so scandalous and inhuman should not pass 
unpunished, 

It is surprising that the military authorities of Woolwich 


should have decided on adopting a step which appears to be 
little less unjustifiable in relation to incurable and discharged 
lunatics at Fort Pitt. They are determined to transfer the 
charge of these unfortunates to the local civil authorities, 
who, on their part, refuse to accept the responsibility. The 
military directors have resolved to solve the difficulty by 
what appears to be a very cruel proceeding. They send 
notice to the authorities that on a certain day a given number 
of lunatics will be turned loose into the High-street of Wool- 
wich. The question of legal responsibility is one with which 
we are unconcerned for the moment, though protesting against 
the proceeding as barbarous and unjust, especially to the 
poor sufferers themselves. The parish authorities refuse to 
take any of the steps which are directed by the Government, 
and deny the right of the military men to turn adrift their 
lunatics from the service, and leave them chargeable on that 
small parish, 


ROASTING A STOKER. 


ENGINEERING has not carried its triumphs into the stoke- 
hole; for this is still a cavern of torture and hot-bed of disease. 
The heat is intolerable. During the recent trial trip of the 
steam-ship Odin the thermometer was above 130° in the stoke- 
hole. Such a temperature taxes endurance to an insupportable 
degree ; and must induce a terrible exhaustion and unnecessary 
strain on life. We say unnecessary, because an excellent ap- 
paratus has been in operation for some time on board her 
Majesty’s steam-yacht Zijin, which almost completely removes 
the evil of excessive heat in the furnace-room, while it effects a 
great saving in fuel and prevents smoke, This fact is authen- 
ticated by reports and commissions, parliamentary papers, 
printed tables, statements of eye-witnesses, and official docu- 
ments of all varieties. Nevertheless, even the Great astern 
steam-ship retains the old arrangements, and the stokers 
suffer greatly from excessive heat, and consequent exhaustion. 
The Government reason for not adopting this important im- 
provement is, that the great steam-ship companies have not 
introduced it in their vessels. They, on their side, wait for 
the example of Government. Thus the blame and the re- 
sponsibility are bandied from the shoulders of one party to 
those of the other. Meanwhile the little incident of the 
**eock and bull and the roasted soldier” may at any moment 
be repeated, with slight variations, on board any of her Ma- 
jesty’s steam-ships. The horrible tragedy of the stoker so 
murdered on the Bogota sufficiently showed how readily life 
succumbs to this intense heat; and the successful working of 
the apparatus in the Zljin is a reproach to the naval authori- 
ties, and a striking evidence of their neglect and dilatorincss 
in failing to introduce it throughout the Royal Navy. 


Correspondence. 
“Andialteram partem,” 


STATEMENT OF OCCURRENCES CONNECTED 
WITH THE RECENT DIPLOMA EXAMINA. 
TIONS IN THE BENGAL MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

(LETTER FROM DR. EATWELL.) 
To the Editor ef Lancet. 


Srx,—In ‘your journal of the 18th June last is inserted a 
short article, entitled “ Alleged Abuses in the Bengal Medical 
College,” in which, on the information of an individual writing 
under the name of ‘‘ Turunda,” the following statements are 
made :— 

In a late diploma examination a gentleman of limited 
practical experience, he having obtained his own diploma from 
substituted the late worthy 
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DIPLOMA EXAMINATIONS IN THE BENGAL MEDICAL COLLEGE. [Novemper 19, 1859. 


and respected professor of surgery. Some students declined 
to be Ae eas by this gentleman, and were only induced to 
withdraw. their protest to that i threats of all kinds of 
obstacles being thrown in the way of their either proceeding 
to England or practising in India.” 

After this statement eng i 
and to certain of the professors of the College. 

The facts relating to the late diploma examinations are the 
following :—Some months antecedent to the close of the last 
session of the College, the professor of surgery intimated his 
intention of proceeding to England for the benefit of his health 
at the close of the session. ‘This intention was communi 
to Government, and measures were taken in anticipation for 
supplying his place. It happened that the officer seleeted for 
the appointment was at the moment in Europe; and jay a 

he was summoned to India forthwith, it was known that 
could not arrive until six weeks after the departure of the gen- 
tleman whose duties he was to assume, This short period fell 
within the © vacation ; and since it was anticipated that 
not only the lectures but also the examinations would have 
been concluded ere the professor of surgery relinquished his 
opener it was arranged that the house-surgeon of the 
ge hospital should officiate in the appointment pending 
the arrival of the professor of surgery. This gentleman, an 
assistant-surgeon in the service, had been selected as house- 
surgeon of this large hospital from having been the first man of 
‘his'term; and during his incumbency of sixteen months at the 
College he had shown himself to be possessed of ability and 
acquirements, and had won the esteem and respect of the pro- 
fessors of the College generally. In order, however, that the 
wish of the students to have their old professor as an examiner 
might be gratified, the usual course of the examinations was 
altered, and it was arranged that the whole of the students 
should be examined in surgery alone, on one day, at the com- 
mencement of the examinations, instead of in all the senior 
branches (including surgery) on successive days, until the exa- 
minations had been brought to a close simultaneously in all 
subjects. The examinations having been thus arranged and 
the assessors summoned, the of surgery, after con- 
ducting the practical ion of the examinations in surgery, 
intimated at the eleventh hour that he found himself unavoid- 
ably prevented from conducting the oral examinations. It 
became, therefore, to make on the instan ee 


mode in which the Col diploma examinations are con- 
ducted, and which is as follows :— 
The College diploma examinations are conducted by the 
** Government Examiner” and assessors, assisted by the College 
professors of the subjects in which the examinations are to take 
place. The Government examiner and the assessors are officers 
unconnected with the College, and are appointed by Govern- 
ment for the pu of seeing that the examinations are 
searching and fair. Although the College professor is required 
to put the questions to the student, he is, in fact, but the 
mouthpiece of the Government examiner, who gives the subjects 
to the professors, and frequently the precise points or questions. 
By this arrangement the student derives confidence from hav- 
ing his teacher as his immediate examiner; the teacher, from 
knowledge of the powers of the pupil, is enabled fully to-elicit 
his capabilities ; whilst undue leniency on the part of the pro- 
- fessor cannot occur, from the Government examiner directin, 
the examination. Finally, the decision as to the results 
the examination. rests with the Government examiner and 
Th pon diploma inations ced, therefore, under 
e 0 examina’ commen 
the direction of the Government examiner and two assessors, with 
the of medicine, midwifery, medical jurisprudence, 
oph ic surgery, and the officiating professor of surgery, pre- 
-eent as examiners. After the first student had been examined, 
_a letter was handed to the Government examiner, signed by 
the remaining students, in which they declined to be examined 
by any other person than the Government examiner, the.asses- 
sors, or the professors of the College,.according to the College 
rules. The Government examiner pointed out to the students 
called upon them to with- 


draw their letter, and apologise for the disrespect shown to the 
examiners, allowing them time to withdraw to consider, their 
ore At the expiration of the allotted time, the students 
ving declined either to withdraw their letter or to apologise, 
or to submit to examination, the Government examiner broke 
the examinations, and reported the circumstances at once to 
Director of Public Instruction for the information of Govern - 
ment, recommending that the examinations should not be re- 
sumed until the regular date the following year. Some days 
after this occurrence, the students forwarded, through the prin- 
cipal, a letter to the address of the Government examiner, ex- 
ing regret, and requesting to be allowed to withdraw their 
origi letter. In-reply, they were informed by the Govern- 
ment examiner that it- was not.in his power to permit .the 
withdrawal of the letter, since it had been forwarded to the 
Director of Public Instruction, with a statement of the facts of 
the case for the information and orders of Government. The 
students again wrote to the Government examiner, expressing 
very fully their regret at their conduct, and their that it 
might not be allowed to act to their detriment. This.letter 
was forwarded through the principal of the Medical College, 
and after its receipt the principal wrote officially to the Direc- 
tor of Public Instruction, suggesting that, under the altered 
circumstances, a milder punishment than that originally con- 
templated would probably meet the requirements of the occa- 
sion, and suggesting four months as the period for which the 
students should be remanded. The Government, however, de- 
cided that the students should be remanded for six months. 
Such is a complete statement of the facts of the case, and 
any advice that may have been offered to the students im this 
matter could — have been given in er oe interest, and 
for the purpose of obtaining a mitigation e specific pumish- 
ment to which the students had rendered themselves li 
It is to be borne in mind that students in the Calcutta 
Medical College ocerpy a different position from students in 
The Calcutta College was originally instituted by 
Government with the view of spreading a knowledge of 
European medical science the natives of the country ; 
and not only has the Government provided a liberal staff of 
for the College, but it has endowed the institution 
iberally with sti and scholarships. Moreover, 
student who takes the College diploma is, in virtue 
allowed to enter the Government service as a sub-assistant- 
practice, as he may deem: most 


vantageous. 

Not only has the education, thus encouraged and supported, 
been given wholly gratuitously to every student who has chosen 
to enter the College, but all students have been provided with 
subjects for dissection without charge. The extent to which 
this privilege has been carried may be judged of from the fact 
of 900 subjects having been used for the purposes of dissection 
and of practical surgery during the last session. 

In order that these great advantages may not be abused, the 
College enforces rules with reference to its students which: are 
required to act as clinical 


bad lecturers, but these gentlemen have taught their 
classes most successfully for many years, and are regarded as 
the men best fitted for their appoimtments in the country. 
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of anatomy and clinical surgery was already engaged in con- | 
ducting the examinations in anatomy, and was not available ; = 
_ and, under the circumstances, there appeared no sufficient rea- 
aon for preventing the officer who had been selected to fill 
temporarily the appointment after the departure of the pro- 
fessor of surgery from undertaking the duty which, under acci- 
dental circumstances, had devolved on him officially. It was 
felt that neither injustice to the students nor undue leniency in 
examination could ensue under this arrangement, from the | 
clerks, and to take certain duties in the hospital. A roll is 
| called before each lecture and hospital visit, and fines are in- 
flicted for neglect of duty. When such is the practice of the 
called-for a demonstration as that related be regarded in 
any other light than as an act of great insubordination. Such 
nanan if permitted in the primary class students, and 
imitated by the military class (who are resident in the College, 
and under military discipline), would render the working of 
| the institution impossible. 
demand some notice. The professor of medicine, who 
is alluded to. as.a learned man, but.unable to speak above a 
whisper, devotes, in addition to his systematic teaching, rarely 
less than two hours daily to his patients and to instructing the 
students at the bedside. He is universally esteemed as a sound 
and most accomplished and to this 
Srotienans and to. his , ative medical education owes 
The professors of midwifery and chemistry are en 
y are most clen ers, an in every. way q 
for the appointments they hold, whilst the professor.of mid- 
wifery is one of the leading practitioners in Calcutta. 
The professor of anatomy is represented as a person afraid to 
touch a dead body. The late professor of anatomy was com- 
pelled, from serious illness, to relinquish his appointment be- 
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fore the conclusion of the session. He had been the prosector 
of Mr. Ellis, and was an accomplished and excellent anatomist. 
The present professor of anatomy joined the College a few 
weeks before the end of the last session, and delivered only 
five lectures in completion. of the anatomical course. This 
l received the first junior scholarship at King’s Col- 
year’s scholarship in 1850, and 
senior 8c’ ip in 1851; besides being prizeman 


army surgeon can be called on to fill. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
W. C. B. M.D., 


Sept. 8th, 1859, Principal of the Medical College, Calcutta, 


-STAFF-SURGEONS, R.N. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 


Sir,—The new staff-surgeons of the navy have great reason 
to complain that in neither the July nor the October Navy List 


have procured a list of the fifty or sixty surgeons of over | q 


twenty years’ fall-pay service; and yet it seems that a further 
period of three months is not time enough for the hereulean 


which, the editor facetiously informs us in the title- . is 
20th September. "At the Medical Office, 
A tant-General’s Office, there 
f the full-pay time of medical officers: any 
a day and a week would be enough to compile 
n eo 233, the old table of 
n p. e 0 e of widows’ pensions, require 
Before May, 1859, the surgeons of Sapehies and a 
were styled staff-surgeons: this designation should 
to be given to them. 
head, Sir John Liddell, is known by all of us 
at quality which is most required in his situation, 
irit to stand up for the rights of his department; 
and I trust he will take steps in time to make certain that in 
the January Navy List the new staff-surgeons shall have their 
names printed after the deputy i rs and before the sur- 


I i obedient 
Sir, your servant, =x 
ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE. 


(NOTE FROM MR. PROPEKT. ) 
To the Editor of 


infermation from I am t: so far from 
this being th holly clothed, 
edviented, and fed, i 


As your statement, if uncontradicted, is likely to injure the 
this note, 


MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATIONS. 


Baetstotanp Bata Mepicat Recisrration Association. 
—On the 10th inst., a general meeting of the medical profession 
practising in Bath and Bristol and the adjacent districts, was 
held at the Institution, Park-street, Bristol. The meeting was 
convened by circular, and the attendance of the profession was 
numerous. Dr. Davey, President of the Bathand Bristol Branch 
of the British Medical Association was proposed and unani- 
mously chosen chairman. 

It was proposed by Dr. Herarats, seconded by Mr. Stans- 
FELD, and carried unanimously ,—‘‘ That this meeting considers 
it desirable that a Local Medical Registration Society should 
be formed for this district to look after the general welfare of 
the profession.’ 

Moved by Dr Tuxsranr, seconded by Mr. J. J. Evans. 
and carried,—** That the name of the Society be the ‘ Bristol 
aad Bath Medical Registration Association,’ and that the dis- 
trict belonging thereto comprise an area of fifteen miles round 
Bristol me Bath respectively, as well as the towns of Wells, 
Shipton Mallet, Weston-super-Mare, Warminster, Swindon, 
Devizes, and their vicinities.”’ 

Moved by Dr. M*Doraxp, seconded by Dr. W. Day, and 
carried,—‘* That all duly-qualified practitioners in medicine 
and in surgery be eligible to become members of this Asso- 
ciation; that admission shall be in future by ballot, and the 
affirmation of two-thirds of the members voting shall be neces- 
sary to secure the election.” 

Moved by Mr. Goprrey, seconded by Mr. E. S. Mayor, 
and carried unanimously,—‘‘ That the officers of this Assc- 
ciation shall consist of a president, three vice-presidents, com- 
mittee, two treasurers, two general secretaries, and local secre- 
taries where n 

Moved by Dr. Hexpersox, and seconded by Dr. Kay,— 
‘* That the committee consist of twenty elected members with 
the officers of the Society; ten to be residents of Bristol, tive 
of Bath, and five of the country districts. Five to form a 
uornm.” 

The following amendment was moved by Dr. Davres, and 
seconded by Mr. Norman,—** That the committee shall consist 
of twenty members; ten to be elected by the Bristol district 


Moved by Dr. Heraratn, seconded by Dr. Bupp, and 
carried by acclamation, —** That Dr. Symonds be elected pre- 


Dr. DAvres moved as an amendment; seconded by Mr. Stone 
—‘* That the election of the remaining officers be by ballot; 
and that voting papers, -ontaining the list of members of 
ion Association, shall be 
in the district in which he resides by the secretary of that 
district. Members sha!i vote for three vice-presidents and 
twenty members of committee; the members of each district 
voting for ten members only of their own district. The returns. 
to be made to a general meeting of the Association, to be held 
at this place on Ist.of December, at three P.™.” 

Moved by Mr. Evans, and seconded Mr. Tonsta..t,— 
“ That the election of officers proceed in the same way as the 


election of president.” 
On these two amendments bei from the chair, the 
latter was lost by a large majority, the former was almost 


The secretaries of the Branch Medical Associations were then 
requested to act as secretaries pro tem. ; and the names of those 
present being read over, with hardly more than a single ex- 
they all expressed their intention of joining. 

by ail majority,—‘‘ That the same. division of districts 
shall hold in the i ion Association as now exists in the 
Bath and Bristol Branch of the British Medical Association.” 

Moved by Mr. Pricnarp, seconded by Dr. Bupp, and 


institution, I shall feel obliged by 
jient servant, 
New Cavendish-st., Nov. 15th, 1859, 


Bristol any members of the medical 
fession who may willing join the Mailical Registration 


sent to each member 


carried,—‘‘ That an advertisement be inserted in the Bath and | 


STAFF-SURGEONS, R.N.—MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATIONS. [Novemper 19, 1859. | 
= 
| 
and clinical surgery. He has since gone through the siege of | i, : 
Lucknow, and is considered by those best able to judge per- | _ 
the position he holds, i 
princi the College is represented as i  Z- 
his life ‘in packing opium bat it is a nee the | 
principal has only once in his life visited that station for a few | i 
ys. This officer held the appointment of civil surgeon of | ' q : 
Ghazeepore for four years and a half, with which appointment | i 
was conjoined that of Government opium examiner, the re- | 
mainder of his service since 1841 having included nearly every a 
description of appointment, military and civil, which an Indian a 
i 
F is there given @ list of the stali-surgeons under the Queens | y q 
Warrant of May, 1859; they are still incorrectly placed | 78 
amongst the surgeons. To be a staff-surgeon there are two | ua 
conditions required: that one has been twenty years in fall} 4 
pe; and that at least ten of these years have been as surgeon. ng 
major every month since November, 1858. From May, 1559, = 
to the 20th June, there was abundant time for the editor to a . 
Sk, ior the same omission and error is in the UOetober List, | 4 a) 
and ten by the Bath district, with a president to be chosen a 
alternately from each district.” 
The amendment was carried by a large majority; conse- b 
quently the original resolution was lost. 
| Moved by Mr. D. Davies, seconded by Mr. A. Surrn, and 4 
carried,—‘ That the annual subscription be 5¢., payable in : 
| advance on the first day of January.” 
| sident for the ensuing year. 
Dr. TUnstaLy proposed the election of three vice-presidents ; Hl. 
when | 
Any surgeon’ who, on or before May. 13th, 1559, had | 
attention to this matter. 
animously carried, 
Srr,—In the last number of your journal you inform your a 
correspondents that the school of the Royal Medical Benevo- . 
lent»College is self-supporting.” Where vou deri 
only what it costs the college. i 
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Bristol, on or before the 24th instant, in order that they might 
be balloted for previous to their admission.” 

The meeting terminated by a vote of thanks to the Managers 
of the Bristol Institution for their kindness in granting the use 
of their theatre; and also to the chairman, Dr. Davey, for his 
able presidency, which were both carried unanimously. 


Herts Mevicat Reetstration Socrery.—The first 
annual eral meeting of this Association was held at the 
Di e Arms Inn, Hertford, on Friday, the 7th of October 
last, when most of the members of the committee, and several 
non-official members of the Society, were present. The pre- 
sident, Dr. Davies, occupied the chair, and opened the pro- 

i The minutes of the last general meeting, and of 
the last committee meeting, were read and confirmed. The 
secretary, Mr. Bowden, his report, and congratulated the 
Society on its general condition, both social and pecuniary, 
The Association, stigpiet twelve months ago by their zealous 
ae pm and established through his unremitting exertions, 

now reached its first anniversary. [t had taken active 
steps to protect legally-qualified practitioners from the intru- 
sion of unqualified pretenders, me» the public from being im- 
posed upon. The secretary ha’ been engaged in a correspond- 
with the oy Medical on the cases 

persons suspecte ing improperly entered upon the 
Register. One of the princi “| pox ap of the Society was to 
impress upon all le; oS pms ified practitioners the necessity, 
which some appeared to overlook, of being duly entered upon 
the Register, in order to enable them to practise according to 
the recent Medical Act. A majority of the members of the 
profession in the county of Hertford had joined the Society. The 
treasurer, Mr. O. Foster, then laid before the meeting a state- 
ment of the financial condition of the Society, congratulating 
them on the fact that he had a balance in hand. 

The officers, all of whom were re-elected for the ensuing 
year, are — President: Dr. Join Davies. — 7'reasurer: Mr. 
Oswald Foster.—Seeretary: Mr. William J. Bowden.—Central 
Committee: Dr. R. D. J. Evans, Dr. Woodhouse, Mr. J. Bald- 
i Mr. R. J. Stevens, Mr. G. Hill Smith, and Mr. H. 8, 

ebb, —Solicitor; Mr. Matthew Skianer Longmore. 

The following resolutions were then agreed to :— 

“That certain persons being known to be practising in the 
county without being registered, the secretary be instructed to 
write to them to warn them that proceedings will be instituted 
against them unless they prove their qualification.” 

**That a list be published forthwith of all known practi- 
tioners resident in the county of Hertford, distinguishing those 
who are members of the Herts Medical Registration Society, 
and those who are practising contrary to law.” 

“That the proposition received from the London Medical 
Registration Association, to join with them in carrying out the 
Medical Act, be adopted, and the treasurer be authorized to 

y to them an annual subscription of £1 1s, on behalf of this 
in furtherance of that object.” 

** That a copy of the proceedings of this Society be sent to 
every known medical practitioner residing in the county of 
Hertford, for the space of one year from the date of this 
meeting.” 

A vote of thanks to the President for his conduct in the 
chair was then unanimously carried, and the meeting separated. 


*," We have received the printed copy referred to in the 
second resolution. 

Lirverroot Meptcat Reoistration AssocraTion. — 
A general meeting of the members of this Association was held 
at the Medical Institution, Mount Pleasant, on Wednesday, 
the 9th instant. The chair was taken by the president, Elis 
Jones, Esq.; and there were also present Drs. Vose, Stookes, 
Hill, Campbell, Waters, Gruggen, Ayrton, 8, Lewis, Heywood 
Thomson, and Clements (St. Helens); Messrs. Halton, Parker, 
Hulme, Bickerton, Fidler, Hakes, Garthside, Horrocks, Hal- 
lows, M‘Cheane, Harricks, H. B. Wilson, Desmond, Kay, Pen- 
nington, Godden, Marsh, W. D. Parsons, Ackerley, Kisch, 
Flinn, Shain, Swift, Steele, O'Doherty, Worthington, Burke, 
and J. F. saree and Mather, Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been confirmed, the 
honorary secretary, Mr. A. B. Steele, read the Rcport of the 
Provisional Committee appointed at the last general meeting. 

Dr. Vosk pro and Mr. Desmonp seconded a resolution, 
that the report be received, which was carried unanimously. 

It was proposed by Mr. GoppEn, seconded by Mr. Marirer, 
and carried ee ae the following gentlemen 

5: 


constitute the committee and office-bearers of the Association 
for the ensuing year: — President: Mr. Ellis Jones. — Vice- 
Presidents: Mr. Rdward Batty, Mr. John P. Halton, Dr. John 
Macnaught, Dr. James Vose.—Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: 
Mr. Arthur B, Steele. — Committee: Mr. R. Y, Ackerley, Mr. 
Henry Anderton (Wavertree), Mr. E. R. Bickersteth, Mr. T. 
Bickerton, Mr. L. E. Desmond, Dr. Joseph Dickinson, Mr. 
King Ellison, Mr, Joseph Godden (Birkenhead), Mr. W. A. 
Manifold, Mr. W. M‘Cheane, Mr. Hugh Neill, Dr. John O’Bryen, 
Mr. David Paterson, Mr. Edward Parke (West Deby Mr. 
Henry Pritchard (Fairfield), Dr. A. R. Stookes, Dr. James 
Turnbull, Dr. A. T. H. Waters.” 

The rules and bye-laws having been considered seriatim, 
were put to the meeting, and, on the proposition of Mr. HaKes, 
seconded by Dr. H. Tuomson, were unanimously adopted and 
constituted the laws for the future government of the Associa- 
tion, (They are for the most part similar to those adopted by 
the London Medical Registration Association at the late annual 
meeting, to which we pro to give insertion next week.) 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the i 


Medical Hews. 


Aporuscartes’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the science and practice of medizine, and 
received certificates to practise, on 

Thursday, November 10th, 1859. 
Greene, Joun, Sedgley, Staffordshire. 
Sunrons, Taunton College. 
Wits, Enniskillen. 

The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed their 
first examination:— 

Farrant, Samvet, Cullompton, Devon. 
Marcu, Hexry Cottey, Newbury, Berks. 


Meptcat Socirry or Loypox.—By a law recently 
passed by this Society, the ordinary meetings now commence 
at half-past eight o’clock and terminate at ten. The proceed- 
ings begin with the reading of the paper announced, and ter- 
minate with the discussion upon it. By a judicious arrange- 
ment, certain evenings are allotted to the relation of cases, and 
the remarks of members thereon. These meetings are called 
evenings for clinical observation. The system has only lately 
commenced, but it promises to be one of great utility. 


AppointTMENTS.—On the 10th instant Dr. Scott Alison 
was elected Physician to the Hospital for Consumption and 
Diseases of the Chest, in place of Dr. Theophilus Thompson, 
resigned.——At a meeting of the governors held on the 10th 
instant, Charles Robert Bree, M.D., was elected Physician to 
the Essex and Colchester Hospital. On the 5th ultimo, Mr. 
John Garner was appointed Junior Resident Surgeon to the 
General Dispensary, Birmingham, vice Mr, F. J. Orford, re- 
signed; and on the 19th, Mr. John Candy was elected Resi- 
dent Surgeon-Accoucheur to the same institution, vice Mr. J, 
Garner. 


Poor-taw Mevicat Rerorm.—In the next session of 
Parliament Mr. Pigott will, we believe, introduce a Bill on 
the Medical Poor-law, which will be supported by many mem- 
bers of Parliament of high position, and who are thoroughly 
acquainted with the shortcomings of the present system. 


ProsEcvTIONs UNDER THE Mepicat Act.—Two cases 
have been prosecuted under the Medical Act at Oldham, One 
was against a person named William Smith, “ who falsely 
and wilfully pretended to be, and took the title of, a doctor of 
medicine, thereby implying that he was registered under the 
Medical Act of 1858,” whereby he had rendered himself liable 
to a penalty not exceeding £20. Mr, Smith asserted his right 
to be called a doctor on the ground of his being a member of the 
Pennsylvania College of Homeopathic Medicine. He urged 
many objections to the proceedings: amongst others, that the 
Register was published in July, and not in January, according 
to the Act; that it was not a complete Register, and that the 
Register itself must be produced ; that his claims to registration 
were still under the consideration of the Medical Council. But 
these were all overruled by the magistrates, and the defendant 
was convicted, and eventually paid the fine. The second pro- 
secution was instituted against Mr. Staveacre, who had as- 
sumed the title of surgeon. In this case the offence was clearly 
proved, defence was, that Mr, Staveacre had been in 
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ice forty years, that he had been apprenticed to a 
and was “qualitied,” though he bad 
never any examination. The magistrate decided that 
he had infringed the Medical Act, and inflicted upon him a fine, 
which, with the attendant expenses, was paid. 
Pouice Court, Nov. 5th ont 1ith.—Mr. 
Airey, of Castle-street, was charged with impro using 
initicks M.R.C.S, and M.R.C.P. In support oP tha charge, a 
copy of the Medical Register for 1859, purporting to be printed 
published under Section 27 of the Act, was tendered in 
evidence, for the of proving that the defendant was 
not registered as a practitioner in medicine or surgery. It ap- 
that defendant carried on business as a general medical 
practitioner in Castle-street; that he exhibited in his shop 
window medical works, anatomical plates, and papers purport- 
ing to be medical and surgical diplomas from New York ; that 
there were painted in his shop window the words “ Dr, Airey’s 
Lecture Hall” and ‘“ Advice Gratis,” and over the shop door 
the initial letters ‘‘M.R.C.S.” and ‘*M.R.C.P.,” with the 
words underneath ‘‘ New York;” that the defendant informed 
a witness that he was ‘‘ Surgeon Airey;” that he advised 
medically with patients, and prescribed and received payment 
for medicines; that the word Doctor, when used with the ini- 
tials M.R.C.S. and M.R.C.P., as ordinarily understood, im- 
plies that the person using that title and addition is a member 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, and of the Royal College of 
Physicians in England ; that Dr. Airey was a medical lecturer, 
and said in one of his lectures that he had seen upwards of 200 
patients that day; and that he was surgeon, physician, apo- 
thecary, and a legally-qualified medical man. It also appeared 
that he distributed medical works, some of which described 
him as *‘ Dr. Airey, M.R.C.S. and M.R.C.P.,” with the words 
‘*New York” underneath; while others expressly stated that 
he was not registered in England. The Bench were of opinion 


that, although a person may be duly qualified according to the | 


laws of a foreign country, he must satisfy the requirements of 
the Medical Act before he can legally practise in medicine or 
surgery in England. They fined him £20, or in default a 
month's imprisonment. 


Tue Case or Suetaurst.—The following is a copy of a 
letter addressed by the Right Hon. Sir G, C. Lewis to the Lord 
Chief Baron, communicating the grant of a free n to 
Smethurst, so far as the alleged murder of Isabella es is 


“Whitehall, Nov. 15th, 1859. 

** My Lorp,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your Lordship’s further report, of the 18th ult., on the case 
of Thomas Smethurst, who was convicted at the Central Critini- 
nal Court in August last of murder, and sentenced to death. 

“As your Lordship suggests in that rt that reference 
should be made to the judgment of medical and scientific per- 
sons selected. by the Secretary of State, for the purpose of con- 
sidering the and appearances of the deceased Isabella 
Bankes, and the result of the analysis, I have sent the evidence, 
your Lordship’s rts, and all the papers bearing upon the 
medical points of the case, to Sir Benjamin Brodie, from whom 
I have received a letter, of which I have enclosed you a copy, 
and who is of opinion that, although the facts are full of sus- 
picion against Smethurst, there is not absolute and complete 
evidence of his guilt. 

‘« After a very careful and anxious consideration of all the 
facts of this very peculiar case, I have come to the conclusion 
that there is sufficient doubt of the prisoner’s guilt to render it 
my duty to advise the grant to him of a free pardon, which 
will be restricted to the particular offence of which he stands 
convicted; it being my intention to institute a prosecution 
against him for bigamy. 

‘* The necessity which I have felt for advising her Majesty 
to grant a free pardon in this case has not, as it appears to me, 
arisen from any defect in the constitution or proceedings of our 
criminal tribunals. It has arisen from the imperfection of 
medical science, and from the fallibility of judgment, in an ob- 
scure malady, even of skilful and experienced medical practi- 
tioners. **T have, &c., 

“The Lord Chief Baron, C. Lewrs. 


Waar Next ?—The following appears as an article of 
news” in the Standard of November 14th ;—‘‘ Our nervons 
readers, whose troubles may be traced to indigestion, would do 
well to enclose a directed envelope to the secretary of the Me- 
dical Reform Society at Nottingham, who will send, post free, 
the new and eminently successful remedy discovered by Prof. 
Webster, of Philadelphia. No fee or gratuity under any cir- 
cumstances accepted, and it is not requisite that poor appli- 
cants should a stamp.” 


Testimon1aL To 4 Paysictan.—After a residence of 
about fourteen years in Batavia (Java), Dr. W. Wood John- 
ston has retired from a very successful practice; and on the eve 
of his departure for England, his fri determined to present 
him with a testimonial at once worthy of their ical friend 
and of themselves. In a few days the subscription list num- 
bered ninety-one names, and the aggregate sum collected was 
equivalent to £500 sterling, and a service of plate, manufac- 
tured in ~~ was presented to him, at house of the 
British Consul, Mr. Portman, Mr. M‘Laine, and Mr. D. T. 
Pryce noving acted as a committee with charge of all the pro- 

i r. Johnston has, we believe, since the spring of 
the year, left Java for his native country. 


A Hawpsome Testimoy14t, composed of a silver break- 
fast service, has lately been presented to Dr. Theobald Ringer, 
Lahore Light Horse, H.M.’s Indian Army (an old Guy’s stu- 
dent), by some of the visitors and residents at the Murree-hill 
Station, Punjab, as a token of their high esteem and regard 
for his private character, and a just appreciation of his pro- 
fessional services whilst acting civil-surgeon at Murree. 

New 1x Loxpox.—A handsome 
drinking-fountain was opened on Monday by Mr. S. Gurney, 
M.P., in the centre of the crossing at Regent-circus. It was 
erected at the expense of Mr. Gurney, and has cost about £200. 


Tae Savsacr Porsontnes 
On Tuesday last an inquiry was instituted by Mr. Humphreys, 
coroner for East Middlesex, at the Fox Inn, Kingsland, into 
the cause of the death of William Eaton, of Fox-terrace, Kings- 
land, who died on the 10th instant, it is supposed, from 
effects of poisonous sausages. A large number of persons had 
been attacked by violent purgings and other symptoms of Eng- 
lish cholera, resulting from having partaken of sausages, which, 
from some cause not yet explained, were evidently unfit for 
consumption. Jemima Eaton, widow of the deceased, stated 
that her husband was taken ill about one o’clock on the 5th 
instant; he was at work in good health as usual on the pre- 
vious day; for supper about half-past six ; 
witness’s son bought the sausages; the symptoms were purgin 
and vomiting, and afterwards he Herself 
and children, who had a. of the sausages, experienced 
the same symptoms. She sent for medical assistance at once. 
One child, eleven years of age, who did not ke of the 
sausages, was not affected. Deceased died on Thursday after- 
noon, the 10th inst.—-Mr. James, of Stoke Newington, stated 
that death arose from irritation of the bowels. The coroner 
adjourned the inquest until an analysis of the contents of the 
stomach could be made. . 


Meprcat Mayors.—Dr. Thomas Barrett was elected 
Mayor of Bath on the Sth inst. ; and on the same day, Mr. W. H. 
Garrington, M.R.C.S., and Justice of the Peace for the Borough 
of Portsmouth, was also elected Mayor for the ensuing year. 


Heattu or Forcemen.—At the meeting of the Societ 
for the Promotion of Social Science held at Bradford, Dr. Hol- 
land read a paper, by Mr, John Whitterom (who was unavoid- 
ably absent), presenting ‘‘An Inquiry into the Comparative 
Health of Forgemen, with their Relative Duration of Life.” 
The paper showed that the mortality in the Low Moor district 
was slightly in excess of the general average of mortality in 
the country, and yet those employed in the forge works were 
not exposed to the same amount of disease as the out-door 
labourers employed in the same district. 


Wiyter Ascent or Mont Branc.—Mr. Henry Slade, 
Surgeon R.N., ascended Mont Blanc on the 4th ult., accom- 
panied by five guides, The travellers started at eight in the 
morning, and reached the “Grands Mulets” two 
there they spent the night, and started again the ne::t morn- 
ing at four. At twelve, Mr. Slade was at the summit, where 
he stayed, with the guides, for three quarters of an hour. The 
descent was not marked by any unpleasant incident, and no 
one of the party suffered from difficulty of breathing. This is 
LF, phend October ascent, the first having taken place in 

Treatment or THE WounpeEp at SoLreRtno IN THE 
Brescta Hosprrars. — It ap from a statistical account, 
published at Brescia, that the thirty-seven hospitals of that 
town received, after the battle of Solferino, 32,916 wounded— 
viz., 17,345 French, 13,959 Italians, and 1612 Austrians; 
26,038 have recovered, and 1273 have died—that is, about 1 in 
ll. This tends to show that the accounts which had been cir- 
—~ of the hospitals at Brescia are 
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THOMAS BEAUMONT, Esgq., L.S.A. 

Tuts gentleman came to reside in Bradford in the year 1822, 

_ having previously been resident in the neighbouring village of 
Guiseley for a few years. His reputation as a medical man 
had preceded him, and he very soon acquired a large and 
lucrative practice; but this, though necessarily demanding 
much of his time, did not. prevent his taking a prominent part 
in most public questions. of the. day, especially those bearing 
on the sanitary and moral condition of the community. Brad- 
ford was the place selected for the initiatioa of Temperance 

’ Societies in England, and Mr. Beaumont, like many other 
thoughtful men, deploring the sad evils of the drinking habits 
so prevalent throughout society, threw bimself with all his 
energies into the cause; and from that time to this he has 
never failed, by his advocacy and his example, to enforce and 
spread the = and principles of entire abstinence from all 
intoxicating drinks, Mr. Beaumont always manifested a deep 
interest in the sanitary improvement of Bradford. He was a 
most useful and active commissioner under the Paving and 
Lighting Act; and when the limited powers of that Act were 
superseded by Bradford becoming an incorporated town, he 
‘was made a member of the corporation as one of its aldermen, 
and applied himself vigorously to the discovery, and, as far as 
in him lay, to the removal, of everything injurious to the 
health of the inhabitants. He did not always meet with that 
sympathy amongst his colleagues which was necessary to snc- 
cess, and was, therefore, often doomed to disappointment in 
his efforts. ‘But this did not daunt him; he did not, as more 
timid men might have done, withdraw from urging on improve- 
ments; but to the last, as a member of committees, and in 
the council chamber, he was seldom absent. He was endowed 
with rare natural gifts, ve erp the gift of oratory; and had 
an extraordinary command of language, an acute power of logic 
and sarcasm, and a mellow and expressive voice. Nature evi- 
dently imtended him to be a ” and he has done 
good service in years gone by hilanthropic 
movements with which he was aentified by the eloquence 
with which he enforced their claims upon public support. 

Mr. Beaumont, like his eminent brother, died of disease of 
the heart. It is believed that he had felt premonitory symp- 
toms for some years, and latterly, though not known much 
beyond his family, they had more frequent and alarm- 
ing. It was only a week before his death that a medical friend 
advised him to relinquish the intention of himself reading the 
paper which he had prepared for the Association for the Pro- 
motion of Social Science, and to abstain from taking any active 
part in the errant But such was the ardour of his tem- 
perament that this together with the affectionate soli- 
citude of his family, failed to impress him with the necessity 
of caution, and one of the most a riate and effective 

ches he ever made was when he moved a vote of thanks to 

e Hon. ‘W. Cowper, for presiding at one of the sections, 
on Friday, Oct. 14 On Sunday (the 16th) he appeared in 
his usual health, and in the afternoon drove some six or eight 
miles tosee a patient. In the evening he returned home to 
partake of a hight su Reclining on the sofa, his daughter 
reading to him—his li were observed to quiver and his cheeks 
to grow pale: the heart had ceased to beat, «nd in a moment he 
was no more !— Bradford Observer. 


‘WILLIAM DUFTON, Esq., M.R.C.S. 


#aM has. lately lost a great medical ornament by the 
death of this gentleman, in the prime: of life, from fatty and 
dilated heart. ‘He was a native of Cumberland, being a younger 
son of the late John Dufton, of Brigham. He commenced 
his professional career under the ‘guidance of the Messrs, Dick - 
enson, long known as eminent practitioners in the neighbour- 
hood of Cockermouth. He mera studied at the Borough 
Hospitals,.and at Jervis. street tal, Dubli:f, where-he 
ticularly attached himself to that excellent surgeon, Mr, or 
porwr took the most lively interest in. the»welfare of . 
Dufton. He,entered upon -practice in the town which now 
laments his less in the year 1531, and, soon success in 
inning of his.career, he 

844, 


specially to the.ear, and, 
published a werk on the and Treatment of Dennen, 


He then established. the Institution 
for the Relief Seen Deafness, and became its sole medical officer. 
Its suecess was complete, and it has been the means of extend- 
ing relief to numerous sufferers from a sad affliction. Mr. Dufton 
soon became the chief consulting practitioner in the midland 
district for these disorders, and was beginning to reap the fruits 
of his when death cut short alike his 
active benevolence and his professional success.— From a Cor- 
respondent. 


R. WILLIAMS, M.R.C.S., Carnarvon. 


Tr is our duty to record the demise. of this gentle- 
Mr. Williams was generally considered the most successful 
panes mp ni North Wales. In the course of the 
twenty-five years he practised at Carnarvon, he attended 
wards of four thousand midwifery cases, in addition aren 
tensive ral practice. The loss of this energetic gentleman 

ring e died at 
Stonpeedenaidl premature age of fifty-one, 


Births, Barrings, ad Deaths 


BIRTHS. 


On the 31st ult., at Brook-street, Stoke-upon-Trent, the wife 
of Charles Holton, Esq., M.R.C.S., &c., of a danghter. 
On the 10th inst., at Balgreen, near Edinburgh, the wife of 
W. H. Lowe, M.D., of a daughter. 
1 inst., at Dunraven- Bridgend, Glamorgan, 
the wife of Abraham John Verity, Esq., M.R.C.S,, of a 


On the 15th inst., at Oakley-square, a, See 
Henry Charles Andrews, M.D., 
MARRIAGE. 
inst., Philip’s Church, Birmingham, John 
‘arncom ishopetone, Sussex, to Anne, danghtenct 
Birmingham, 
DEATHS. 


On the 31st alt., at ht-t Hyde- 
after a long iliness, George M M.D., 
late of the 5th Dragoon G 

On the 6th inst., at Baden, Anthony Clifton, 
Ingen ‘Welwyn, Herts, eldest 2on.-of N. Clifton, Esq., 


the Sthinst. Thos. Wm. Wansbrough, M.D., &c., in his 
2nd poor 
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For 7 lines and-under .........£0. 4 6] For halfapage ................ #212 0 
For every additional line...... 0 © 6 Bor apage 600 
Advertisements which are intended to appear in Dax Lancer of any parti- 
eular week, should be delivered at. the Office mot later than on Wednesday in 
that week, 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(To go free by post.) 

(Phree Months .. 

UnsTamrxp. 
One Year ... 10.4 
‘Six Months... .. os 0M 2 


Postoffice Orders: in. payment should be addressed: to Gaosax 


Dus Lamzcxt Office; 423, Strand, London, a payabie to him at the 
Strand Post-office. 

Tusk ay be obtained from every reapectable Booksciler or Newsman 
the World. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


{Novemeer 19, 1859. 


MEDICAL DIARY OF THE WEEK. 


Hosrrrat.—Operations, 14 P.x. 
Hosritat.—Operations, 2 
TUESDAY, Nov. 22 Royat Mgpicat anp Socurry oF 
Loxpoyr.—8} Mr. Spencer Wells, “Or the 
Use of Woorara in Tetanus.” — Dr. Habershon, 
“On Peritonitis.” 
( Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1 
| St. Mazy’s Hosrrrau.—Operations, | 
Usivexsity Hosertar. — 


2 Pm. 
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 23 Onrmorzpic Hosrrtat. — Operations, 2 

Mepicat Socrerr or Lonpor.—8} Pw. Lett- 
somian : Dr. F. W. Pavy, “On Certain 
Points connected with Diabetes,” with Experi- 
mental Illustrations. 

Sr. Grorex’s Hosprrat.—Operations, 1 P.x. 

Cunteat Loypon Hospital. 


Operations, 1 Pp... 
THURSDAY, Nov. 24 ... | Hosrrrar.—Operations, 14 


Operations, 2} 
FRIDAY, Nov. 25......... Orarmatuic Hosrrtat. — Opera- 
St. Tuomas’s Hosprrat.—Operations, p.x. 
St. Hospritat.—Uperatious, i} 


P.M. 
| Kuve’s Cottzes 14 
Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 


SATURDAY, Nov. 26 ... 


Co Correspondents. 


M.R.C.S. and L.S.4.—The circular of Mr. W. Riste, of Bere-Regis, is ccrtainly 
not caleulated to raise the members of the profession in the estimation of 
the public. It is difficult to suggest a remedy for such a breach of profes- 
sional etiquette. We regret exceedingly that a gentleman desirous of acting 
“ honourably” to his brother practitioners should resort to means of obtain- 
ing practice which are not regarded with favour by the respectable members 
of the profession. Mr. Riste may rest assured that his circular, intimating 
that a list of “his moderate charges would be circulated in a few days,” will 
not have the effect which he desires. If he possess any claims upon the con- 
fidence of the inhabitants of Bere-Regis, he could not have adopted a more 
unwise course than that which he has so imprudently pursued. Practi- 
tioners of medicine, to place th Ives in a proper position before the 
public, must recollect that they are the bers of an h ble calling. 
-Any mode of proceeding, therefore, upon the part of a member of that pro- 
{ssion which tends to lower the science and practice of medicine into a mere 
trade, is not only injurious to himself, but brings discredit upon the whole 
of his brethren. We believe that Mr, Riste has acted entirely upon a misap- 
prehension of his position, and will immediately take steps to set himself 
right both with his professional brethren and the public. 

Vaecinator.—Jenner died from a sudden attack of apoplexy at Berkeley in 
February, 1823, in the seventy-fourth year of his age. There is a statue to 
his memory in his native county, but no monument has yet been raised to 
him in Westminster Abbey. A statue of him, by Mr. Calder Marshall, has 
been lately placed in Trafalgar-square. 

Mr. George Oolenan.—Due notice will be given of the time at wich the regu- 
lations will come into force, and of the situation of the school. 

Mr, Price.—The paper shall be inserted at the earliest opportunity. 


with Homamoraraus. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 

Sre,—Evidence of a very different character from that which “Judex” ad- 
vanees would be required in any court in the civilized world. His own belief, 
the absurd statement as to the belief of nine-tenths of the inhabitants of Bed- 
ford, and his “ fearless assertion” as to what is my belief, would claim just as 
much notice as they are worth. At the next meeting of the South Midland 
Branch, “Judex” shall have every opportunity of stating his beliefs in full. 

ily, it is not common for a member of our profession to give the lie direct 
to a brother member. We cannot wonder that “Judex” withholds his name 


from the public. I am, Sir, yours, &., 
Bedford, November, 1859. Barxte, M.D. 


Veraz.—1. On the 20th of April, 1860.—2. There is no law to prevent him 

practising; bat he certainly cannot legally cal! himself a surgeon.—3. The 
named is a M.D. of an University. 


4.—Onur correspondent will perceive, on reflection, the impossibility of answer- 
ing the questions propounded with any satisfactory result either to the 
person advised or the adviser. 

A Weed.—1. Yes.—2. We think the reverse would be the effeet. 

4 Reader.—1. Yes.—2. By courtesy he is entitled to do s0.—3. He would be 
liable to be proceeded against under the Medical Act. 


xX. Y. Z. (Oldham) is quite ignorant of the objects and intentions of the Medi- 
cal Act. All that the Act requires is that the public should be enabled to 
discriminate, by means of the Medical Register, the legally-qualified practi- 
tioner from the mere pretender, whoever he may be. The Act does not in- 
terfere with the practice of any individual, and the public may employ any 
ene they please to treat them for the maladies under which they may labour, 
provided always that the person they employ does not assume a medical 
title. He may be a bone-setter, a herbalist, a homeopath, or any other kind 
of quack ; providing he does not infringe the Apothecaries Act, the law 
will not reach him. The Medical Act can only be brought into force against 
impostors, and no seusible person can justly complain that in this respect 
or in any other its clauses are too stringent. 

A. Z., (Kent.)—The new-comer should “ pay his respects” to the “ residents.” 


Mr. Hortown’s Epvcatior, 
To the Edit. of Tue Laxcer. 

S1x,—Seeing that your Dudley correspondents are not aware of all the facts 
conneeted with my education as a surgeon, I beg to inform them that I at- 
tended lectures when some of them were mere boys; that I was apprenticed 
to, and served my full time with, a legally-quali surgeon and apothecary ; 
= that I was not dismissed after serving about two years of my apprentice- 
ship. 

Your correspondents state that the petition to the President and Council of 
the College of Surgeons was signed by “the members of the College here,’ 
wishing your readers to understand that all the members had signed it. To 
this I reply that all the members did not sign it; and if those who did sign 
had been actuated by proper motives, I for one should have commended them 
for so doing; but as their object was simply to injure two fellow-townsmen, 
quite as talented as, though less fortunate than, themselves, | must say that such 
conduct reflects great discredit upon them as a body of men sufficiently talented 
to go through the ordeal of an examination, obtain diplomas from the 
Royal College of Surgeons, How they can insult the Board of Examiners by 
stating that the fee is the only qualification they take into consideration, I am 
at a loss to comprehend, and inform thei that if | were sufficiently fortu- 
nate to obtain diplomas on payment of fees (which I will not believe), they 
were more fortunate than myself, as thcir petition caused the Examiners to 
thoroughly test my abilities before granting me a diploma, Some of the 
Dudley surgeons know that before I received a diploma | was “ fit and capable 
to exercise the art and science of surgery,” the best proof of which is that in 
cases of difficulty and danger they have been glad of my advice, which, to show 
them that I am at all times anxious to relieve the sufferings of my fellow- 
creatures, I shall be happy to render to them when required. 

On Tharsday, the 10th inst., between thirty and forty of the most respectable 
men in the neaghbou met to congratulate me, and at the same time to 
show their indignation at the course of conduct pursued by the parties who 
signed the requisition against myself and Mr. Meredith, so that the Board of 
Examiners t-ave the satisfaction of knowing that they have pleased the inha- 
bitants of this town, if not * the surgeons.” 

remain, Sir, yours obediently, 
Dudley, November, 1859. G. E. Horton, M.B.C5. 


4 Handoill.—We cannot occupy our pages with reprinting the handbill, in 
which W. Low, M.D., L.S.A., announces that he has opened premises in 
Whitechapel for the sale of various specifics, and all the usual stock of a 
druggist’s shop, including soap and perfumery. To comment upon such 
trade-circulars is a task we revolt at. 

Ignotus.—We think the subject has been sufficiently ventilated in our columns. 

An Old Subscriber.—A person obtaining his qualifications under such circum- 
stances would not be entitled to register. 

Dolleth will find the information he requires in Cooley’s “ Practical Receipts."’ 


MEDICAL ASSISTANTS. 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Sra,—There is a very common practice at present existing, when 

itioners advertise for assistants, to generally adopt some initials, asking 
references to be forwarded with the application. My object in drawing 
your attention to this is in the hope of showing medical assistants the folly of 
enclosing references to men whose names they know not, nor to what use 
these references may be applied. My meaning not apply to all the mem- 
bers of the profession ; for some are courteous enough (o return the letters if 
they do not intend making use of them, whereas others write to the references 
of three or four applicants ; they then make their selection, and the one they 
like best, of course, receives the appointment. I do not complain of these in- 
quiries if due politeness is used to those gentlemen whom they concern ; but 
too frequently, after putting referees to the trouble of a lengthy reply, the in- 
quirers never icate with the applicants, but leave them in doubt and 
uncertainty as to the result of their inquiries, 

The evils of such a step are many, some of which | will enumerate. A. B. 
advertises, desiring all particulars, . C. D, and twenty others 
answer A. B.’s advertisement. The result is that A. B. puts several gentlemen 
to a great deal of trouble for his own satisfaction, causes anxiety to a great 
many more, as well as loss of time. Again, the answerers never kuow to whom 
they apply, for the initials effectually preclude recognition, nor do they know 
into whose hands the letters of their referees may fall ; for it is a known fact 
that medical practitioners generally are ess with their correspondence. 
The advertisers rarely, if ever, send the letters they receive from referees to 
the assistants they concern, and whose property they should be if the adver- 
tiser does not require them, as it is likely to save time and trouble to gentle- 
men, who are Dusily oceupied, and whose kindness should not be overtaxed. 

I am induced to draw attention to this important topic at the present time, 
from the fact of three cases having come under my own notice, where much in- 
convenience has been caused to assistants by this Jax and uncourteous mode of 
behaviour. To state one shortly. X. Y. B. advertises, and is answered by 
G. 8. H., enclosing references. X. Y. B. writes to those references, and receives 
favourable G. 8, H., of course, daily ex img to hear from the adver- 
tiser. Ten days ; the applicant, writing to know the reason he has not 
heard, receives the following laconic reply: “Sir,—In consequence of an 
arrangement with another party, 1am under the necessity of declining your 
offer. 1 beg to say that the gentlemen to whom you referred me have both 


given most favourable opinions.—l am, &. X. Y. B.” 


Aina! 


*T am, Sir, your it servant, 
St. John’s-wood, November, Maztry H. Invore. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Novemmper 19, 18/9. 


Mr, John Smith, (Coseley.)—1. If the person so practising assume any title, 
or pretend to be qualified to practise under the provisions of the Medical 
Act, he is liable to summary punishment by a magistrate.—2. Grosvenor- 
street, Grosvenor-square. With respect to the other subject treated of, 
we may remark that it is highly probable in the next session of Parlia- 
ment the Vaccination Act will be so modified that the evils mentioned 
by Mr. Smith will be done away with. The plan he has pursued respecting 
“club” patients is well adapted to put a stop to irregular practices. 

Civis.—Next week. 

Quidam.—The corrections and alterations in the MSS. render it impossible to 
understand the communication. 

M.R.C.S. Eng.—It would have beew well te have merely stated that Dr. S., &c. 

Dr. W. Bird Herapath is thanked for his communications, which will receive 
due attention. 

To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
PR obituaries in the newspapers 
“ diphtheria’ 


withheld. 


might 


cases 


fifteen, one a Se woman of tw: 
tleman seventy, uncle of 


tonsils 


In six of the 
; in 


man and his niece were probably owing to a cnilar exhalation from a gully 
hole on their premises, untrapped, which communicated with the town drain. 


voice or: in most of 

The treatment adopted was as follows :—Mopping the throat and fauces 
silver tres, om a grains to the ounce), usin 


six hours 


plaster consisted of beef-tea, mutton 

or ghicken broth, either warm or cold, without salt, twice a day, new milk 
ad libitum, and soaked biscuit or bread. 

All these cases recovered, and most of them were ne ree in chem a five 
days. In the case of the old gentieman the disease 
tea, wine and brandy, and the use of a gargle of muriatie acid in compound in- 
fusion of roses, with ho several times a day ; but I continued the use of the 
nitrate of silver solution aily, and also the croton oil liniment. I cannot but 
consider that the successful result of these cases much depended on the use of 
this liniment, the effects of whieh are much more rapidly and extensively de- 
veloped than is the case with the undiluted oil. In no instance have I ever 
seen any sloughing or other ill effects result from the use of this liniment. I 
should observe that after the use of the nitrate of silver solution, large flakes 
_ of the pseudo-membrane would be detached and come away on the 
leaving an inflamed or Tremai, Si, —— but with no appearance 

, yours faithfully, 
Warminster, November, 1859. Cuannes Buxrck, F.B.CS, 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
over some old medical works, 1 found in one (* Medical 
Commentaries for the 1787,” col'ected and published by Andrew Dancan, 
M.D., F.R. and A.S. 
you fancy 
November, 1859. 


“ Daring the last weeks of 

with water, and the uvula in parti seemed to be exceedingly relaxed. There 
was, however, no great difficulty in swallowing. The pale ft very bow, a 
was at the same time very quick. on the skin ; 

_ the contrary, it was often rather cold, with clammy eweats. The patients “t 

‘the same time complained of lassitude and of spirits, and they 
"For pat om elirtum ; ‘but this was nota constant symptom. 


F. 
during the whole of August a sore-throat 


At this juncture the toltowing ree 
as a. useful remedy in this disease :— 


526 


A Young Doctor, (Birmingham.)—Everything depends upon the terms of the 
contract entered iato with the patient. If there were no specific agreement, 
we think he could recover reasonable charges for attendance after the ninth 
day. His remedy would be a summons issued from the County Court; but 
we do not advise resort to leyal proceedings, unless the circumstances of the 
case render it absolutely necessary. 

Mr. R. W. Thomas.—Y¥es, daily, early in the morning. 

8. J. K., (University of Edinburgh.)—The question of certain diplomas is still 
under the consideration of the Medical Council, and until they decide, no 


difficulty, a grand point has been gained, and a Bill made one of the laws of 
the land, whereby the legally-qualified members of the profession were at 
once against the unqualified, and a power created by which all 
quacks and impostors could be punished,” asks— 

desired protection ? a and im- 


erusade commenced quacks 
but a series of ons | directed against their own a 
members. Can it be to a more suicidal, i istent 
revol Well may the pablic exelaim—‘ The do 


eters may know how to cure disease, but 


iven tothem.’ This is most humiliating and sorrowful, and un- 
some endeavour should be made to rescue the character of the 
not for wisdom, at least for consistency.” 


Addressing the Editor of Taz 


“ The press is the onl that can exert an in this matter, 

and I feel sure 1 shail shall be acconded by tie ofthe of the of 

my brethren in you, as best-tried medical re- 

former, to place this matter i in its proper light the to show 

in what real interest of our profession consists, and to rescue us from be- 

coming a bye-word and a scoff to the general public.” 

R, A. E.—The paragraph extracted from the London Journal is most anpro- 
fessional. Such puffs do great injury to the general body of practitioners. 

A Sufferer.—We cannot recommend the person named. 

Questor. —Mr. Baker's work. 

Mr. David Davies (Bristol) will perceive that the subject has not escaped our 
notice. 

Dr. Collinson and Mr. Norway.—The subject shall receive our early attention. 

Dr. Markham Thorpe—The article, though curious, is not fitted for our 
columns. 

Apologist —The questions in pathology for the examination for the degree of 
Bachelor of Medicine.at the University of Oxford in June last were as 


lead, aconite, the 
and the inhalation of carbonic acid. 
and state some of the 
had the 


cases of poisoning by the following 
of decomposing 


Explain on the 


‘Dr. J. Russell Reynolds ;*Mr. W. Loney; Dr. Girdwood ; Mr. Lilwall; Mr. 
Henry Lambden; Mr. Beaumont; Mr, Reeves, Carlisle; Mr. Aldridge, 
Southampton ; Mr, Jones, Carnarvon ; Mr. J. Fraser ; Mr. J. Smith, Coseley ; 
Mr. Denny ; Mr. Thorold; Mr, Mackenzie, Gourock, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Herbert, Bedworth, (with enclosure ;) Messrs. Maclachlan, Edinburgh, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Kirkman, Melton, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Taylor, Bradford ; 
Mr. Clarke, Haddersfield; Mr. Jarrett, Dover, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Peren, 
South Petherton, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Rodick, Halstead; Mr. Nicholson, 


mouth, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Belgrave, West Bromwich; Mr. M‘Fadder, 
Glasgow ; Mr. Wood, Shrewsbury, (with enclowure;) W. H. H. Redruth ; 
A. J. K.; MLR.CS.Eng.; A Well-wisher to the Medical Profession, 
Oldham ; An Old Reader; M.RC.S., L.S.A.; Verax; A Young Doctor; &c. 


| Mr. W. H. Thorold shall receive a private note. 
| Sexagenarian, after remarking in a letter “that now, after much trouble and 
tending to stay its ravages should not be 
bifer you the following remarks 
month vith nine cases of this di 
yonths with nine cases of thi 
In the ages it is evident they do not know hew te use political and corporative power 
ye lenty-seven, when it is g 
and one an old gen Pith the ex- questionabl; 
ception of this last case and one of the children, they nad been in previous profession, i 
good health, though I should speak of them all as persons of feeble tempera- 
7 ment, with, in most of them, a decided strumous tendency. In seven of the | 
cases the disease was thoroughly established before I was sent fj 
these the membranous deposit was abundantiy thrown out, coverii 
uvula, and adjacent parts, They were, with one exception, of fai 
cireumstanees, comfortably housed and clothed, and well fed. 
eases no cause could be assigned for the appearance of the 
young lady of fifteen, I think the exhalation from a foul drain, at some little 
chlorate of potash every three hours, dissolved in water, sweetened with syrup 
of peel ; and use throat = follows:— 
neck, from ear to ear, of a _liniment, com a croton . 
two drachms camphor liniment, and two drachms of soap lini- “Deseribe the symptoms, mode of death, and post-mortem appearances 
ment, every smart eruption was produced, which was usually | most See with in cases of diphtheria, and give the microscopical 
the case aftef o1 yapplications. In some of the cases I usec wel characters of special membrane formed in this disease. 

“With what diseased conditions do we find a tendency to the coagulation 
of fibrine within the bloodvessels during Vife associated, and what changes 
does such eoagulated aes undergo before death ? 

extravasation of into the left half of the Varolii, and contrast 
them ith such symptom ‘be expecil to aie fom extensive 
softening confined entirely to the half of the spinal cord at the upper 
part of the dorsal region. 

, “ What structures of the body are most frequently met with in a state of 
fatty degeneration, and what are the aymptons daring of euch patois 
conditions sketch of a of muscle 

various tt 

honighngie, and what post-mortem appearances are generally found in such 
cases 

“In what morbid states may delirium arise, and how do you distinguish 

various states 
diate attack which it implies,” 
Suum Cuique, M.D.—The question has yet to be decided by the courts of law 

} as to whether a physician is entitled to prefix the title of “doctor” to his 

; name. There is no just reason to single out the gentleman named as in" 
fringing either law or courtesy. 

: M. B.—The “card” of Dr. Lodge is not in good taste. 

Mr. Charies Bleeck (Warminster) acted with perfect politeness in the entire 

matter. 

’ M. B. C. H.—They must undergo the double examination. 

Communications, &c., have-been received from—Dr. Gavin Milroy ; 
Dr. R. C. Croft; Mr, J. Harrison; Dr. A. H. Hassall; Mr. Mitchell Henry; 

8 emt 8 great fretor. is sore-throat, notwithstanding the hberal use 
; ‘of Peruvian bark, snake-root, and 
proved most fatal amongst the child: 
appeared in the newspapers 
two tablespoonfuls of small red pepper, or three of common Cayenne pepper, 
and two teaspoonfuls of fine salt ; beat them into a paste, and then add to them 
a pint of very sharp vinegar. a ofthis r be taken every Bedford; Mr. Cutting, Holbrook, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Clarke, fireat Yar- 
te dove aul, ith proportion for 
cording to t! age.”—p. 
to am within bounds I 
it to 400 patients with the happiest "—p. 
— 


